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tlemen who were absent,-and who wished to 
speak wpon the subject, time to arrive and pre- 
pare themselves for the discussion. _ ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN modified his motion, in ac- 
cordance with the suggestion of Mr. Hamer, to 
Thursday next. ch 

The question was taken on making it the spe- | 
cial order for that day; and resulted—yeas 78, || 
nays 37, (nO quorum voting. ) 

r. HOWARD inquired of Mr. Bucwanan | 
at whose request the motion for postponement | 
was made, and if the gentleman (the sitting mem- | 
ber) on whose motion the subject has been post- || 

ed till this day, wished a further postpone- || 
ment? Jf that gentleman was not prepared to | 
enter into the discussion, he would willingly | 
agree to a further postponement; but if not, he || 
was anxious that the subject should be taken up. || 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it was not at his in- || 
stance the motion had been made, but in consid- || 
eration of the large number of members absent. | 
He thought the time of the House would be econ- | 
omized by postponing it. 

Mr. BRONSON said that the sitting member |, 
had intimated to him that he would prefer the | 
subject should be postponed; upon which intima- |, 
tin it had been his intention to make such a | 
motion if he had not been preceded in it by the | 
chairman of the committee. | 

Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, said he was will- || 
ing and anxious for the postponement till Thurs- | 
day next, to afford the many gentlemen whom he | 
knew desired to speak upon the subject an oppor- 
wnity of so doing. They would be in their seats || 
at that ime. 

The question was then taken on the postponc- |, 
ment till Thursday next; and decided in the af- || 
firmative—yeas 89, nays 40. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. | 


Mr. HAYNES moved that the House go into } 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, upon the same subject on which the 
House was in committee yesterday. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion to enable the House to dispose 
of an engrossed joint resolution which was now 
on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. HAYNES refused to withdraw his mo- 
ti 


on. 

Mr. CUSHING asked the gentleman if he 
would give way for a moment, to enable him to | 
offer the same resolution which he submitted to 
the House yesterday, granting the use of the Hall 
to Professor Lee, to deliver an address upon the 
condition of the Oregon territory? 

Mr. HAYNES refused. 1} 
Mr. CUSHING objected to the motion of Mr. |, 
Harnes to go into committee. 1] 
Mr. HAYNES then called for a suspension of |, 
the rules, to enable him to submit his motion; | 
which being decided in the affirmative, the House | 
then resolved itself into the Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Apams in | 
the chair) to consider the President’s message. | 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Haynes 
proposing to refer the various topics embraced in 
the message to appropriate committees being be- 
fore the committee, 

_Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, who was en- 
titled to the floor, resumed his remarks from yes- 
terday, and ee at some length the 
various topics embraced in the message, and in 
particular that part having reference to the defal- 
cations, concluded about four o’clock; at which 


ume, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, who obtained the floor, 
moved, atthe suggestion of several members, that 

committee now rise. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
progress. 
WORKMEN ON THE TREASURY BUILDING. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the indulgence of the 
House that the joint resolution proposing to in- 
Pant ay workmen on the Treasury building 
for the ee the suspension of their 
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| labors last summer, which was ordered to be en- 


grossed a few days ago, be now read a third time. 
No objection being made, the resolution re- 
ceived its third reading; when 


Mr. RENCHER objected to the passage of the | 


| resolution. He considered the principle involved 


in itas unjust. The petitioners would make it 


| appear that the Government was under an obli- 
|| gation to pay them their wages, whether the 
But he maintained that if | 


there was any obligation at all, that obligation 
was reciprocal; and that the workmen were as 


HE CITY OF WASHINGTON 


much bound to remain with Government, as the | 


latter was to pay them. 


not the power to leave at any time and seek em- 
ployment elsewhere; therefore the Government 


could upon no principle of justice be required to || 
pay them when their services were not demanded. | 
With these views, he moved the reference of the | 


whole subject to the-Committee on Claims. 
Mr. LINCOLN hoped the gentleman would 


to satisfy him that the claim was based on the 
strictest principles of equity. Mr. L. then went 
on to show that the laborers had come from a 


great distance, and were engaged under a promise || 
that they should be employed for the whole sea- || 
| son. 


All they sought for was indemnity for the 
actual loss sustained during the suspension of the 
work by order of the President; and the resolu- 


should be deducted. The fact was, the men con- 


under their agreement, for they did not know how 


soon they might be required to resume the work. | 


It was true the amount of loss was small; but to 
poor men With large families, and who had no 


other resources, it was an important object. He || 


felt confident that, after such an explanation, all 
opposition would be withdrawn. 
Before taking the question, howeve 


, 
On motion of Mr. LEGARE, the Fiouse ad- 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. LINN presented the memorial of Philip 
Barbour, asking compensation for certain tracts 
f land taken from him b 


Land Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented additional documents 
in relation to the claim of Lyon and Howard; 
which were referred. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Frederick 
Gebhart, praying that certain duties may be re- 
funded; whic 
Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented tlie petition of Mo- 
ses Turner, for arrears of pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of John 
Roberts, praying for the passage of a law exon- 
erating him from his liability asa security; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the Petersburg Railroad 
Company, in relation to a mail contract; which 


ommittee on Private 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads. 


Also, the petition of the heirs of Colonel Wil- | 


liam Grayson; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. YOUNG presented certain resolutions of | 


the Legislature of the State of Hlinois, for a sur- 
vey of the northern and western lakes, and the 
navigable waters entering into the same; whic 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MERRICK, on leave, and in pursuance of | 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the | 


heirs of Colonel Francis Newman; which was 
read twice and referred. 


He knew that no one | 
would contend for a moment the workmen had |! 
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| Mr. MOUTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 

Don Carlos Dehault Delassus; which was read 
| twice and referred. 

The reports of the Committee on Pensions un- 
favorable to the petitions of Jedediah Hunt, H. 
| Tucker, Elias Carpenter, Holly Raper, Jacob 
| Sly, and James H. Bradford, were severally con- 

sidered and concurred in. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to revive the act 


entitled ‘ An act to enable claimants to land with- 
in the limits of Missouri and Arkansas to insti- 


|| tute suits to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 


| not persist in his motion, as it would be very easy | 


| proved May 26, 1834. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James Cochran. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

_Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Ju- 

| diciary, reported a bill to explain and limit the 

owers of the circuit court of the District of Co- 

| lumbia; which was read and ordered to a second 


|| reading. 


| tion provided that, if they had in the interim | 
| obtained employment elsewhere, such amount 


| sidered themselves bound to continue in the city | 


the United States; | 


was referred to the Committee on | 


h| dered b 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 


| Agnes Dundas, reported a bill for her relief; which 
_ was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the bill 
to amend the act confirming certain land claims 
in Michigan, reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. LINN, from the same committee, to which 
|| had been referred the bill to authorize John E. 
|| Metcalf and others to locate certain preémption 


| claims to lands in Indiana, reported the same with- 
| out amendment. 

Mr. L., from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the memorial of Philip Bar- 
_, bour, reported a bill for his relief; which was read 
| and ordered to a second reading. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


| On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the Commit- 
|| tee on the Judiciary was discharged from the con- 
|| sideration of the petition of William R. Cheever, 
|| and it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
|| On motion of Mr. LINN, leave was given to 
|| William Triplett to withdraw his petition and 


|| papers. 


SALT DUTIES. 


Mr. BENTON rose to submit a motion, and 
hoped that he might engage the particular atten- 
i f the Senate to it, because he was unwilling 


|| tlon o 
| that any member should vote on any subject 
|| without distinctly understanding it. The motion, 
|| which he deemed to be of the greatest importance, 
|| was somewhat different from motions generally 

made in Congress, as it had no relation to poli- 
ics, but related solely to the agricultural interests 


|} ti 
|| of the country, the laboring classes, and those 
| engaged in the pursuits of industry. He would 
|| now proceed to state his motion, or rather to read 
'| it, as he had reduced it to writing for the sake of 
|| precision and to enable the Secretary with greater 
|| facility to take it down: His motion was to print 
|| certain papers relating to the sait duties, and to 
|| the use of salt in agriculture and the various de- 
|| partments of the animal economy and vegetable 
kingdom. The first of these papers owed its ori- 
gn to me set on foot in England by Lord 
enyon, before the Board of Trade, when Mr. 
|| Vansittart was president of that body. The other 
| was a series of evidence taken before the House 
| of Commons, for the purpose of showing the ef- 
| fects of the salt duty on the interests of the agri- 
|| cultural classes. Both of these papers were or- 
the House of Commons to be printed. 
|| Mr. B. here read his motion, as follows: 
On motion by Mr.BENTON, it was 
|| Ordered, That thouband copies of the following 
papers be ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate: 
. Copies of written evidence (as required by an order of 
the British House of Commons, dated 24th June, 1817) 


which was laid before the Beard of Trade, the right honor- 
able Nicholas Vansittart being president, in an inquiry re- 
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cently madent the instance of Lord Kenyon and Sir Thomas 
Bernard, as to the supposed operation of the salt duty and 
restrictions on the fisheries, agriculture, and laboring classes 
of the Kingdom of Great Britain. (Ordered by the House of 
Commons to be printed, 4th of July, 1817, thirty-five folio 
pages.) 

2. The report of the select committee of the British House 
of Commons, appointed in the year 1818, to take into con 
sideration the laws relating to the salt daties, and the means 
of remedying Uie inconvemences arising therefrom, and to 
report thereon, with their observations and opinions, to the 
House, together with the minutes of the evidence taken 
before them. (Ordered by the House of Commons to be 
printed June |, 1518, eight folio pages.) 

3. Minutes of evidence taken betore the same committee 
from the 1th of March, 1818, to the 7th of May of the same 
year, presented to the House of Commons, with the report, 
June 1, 1818, ond ordered by the House to be printed, (two 
bandred and four folio pages.) 

Mr. B, said that his object in moving to have | 
these papers printed, and a large number circu- 
lated, was, in the first place, to diffuse among the 
agricultural classes of the United States the in- | 
formation contained in them, and which, in their | 
present form, was inaccessible to them, He knew 
of but one copy in the United States, and that 
was in a volume belonging to the library of Con- | 
gress. His second object in view was to lay the 

/ z 
foundation fora bill, hereafter to be introduced, 
for the total repeal of the salt duty. He had 
shown these reports to several members of the 
Senate, who concurred with him in the opinion 
that the information they contained would be to 
the agricultural interest the most valuable pres- 
ent that could be made by Congress; and large || 
as the number was that he proposed to have 
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would have thateffect; but as there existed doubts 


| on the subject, he suggested whether it would not | any purpose whatever, are excluded fry 


| be better to insert an amendment to obviate any 
| such difficulty. As no amendment, however, 
could be made at this stage of the proceedings, 


_ he must, therefore, move a reconsideration of the | 
|| vote on the question of engrossment, unless, in- 


deed, the Senate would by unanimous consent 
| insert the proposed amendment. 


Mr. LINN thought the Senator from Mary- | 


land was entirely mistaken inthe construction he 
had given to this bill. He (Mr. L.) himself would 


be glad to have the right of preémption applied | 


| to these mineral lands, for he believed it injurious 
to the interests of the States in which they were 
situated that they should continue in this way in 
the possession of the Government, which was 
deriving a miserable revenue from them by leas- 
ing them out to individuals. We were anxious 
(said Mr. L.) that they should be sold to individ- 
uals who, with their capital, would penetrate the 
bowels ‘of the earth and bring forth its wealth; 
and while thus enriching themselves, add to the 
population and resources of the State. This bill, 
however, did not give the right of preémption, 


Hiouse; and, consequently, the friends of the 
measure were willing that these lands should be 
put up to the highest bidder. 

Mr. MERRICK did not coineide in the views 
of the Senator from Missouri as to the policy of 
preémption rights attaching the mineral lands by 


printed, he thought he might venture to say in | persons who had established themselves on them 


advance that every Senator would have applica- 
tions for more copies than would fall to his share. 
With this explanation, he would move for the 


printing of the largest number ever yet ordered | 


by the Senate, lis object being that the informa- | 
tion should go not only to every county in every 
State, but to every neighborhood in every county. | 
Mr. B. then moved to fill the blank with thirty | 
thousand, so as to provide for the printing of 
thirty thousand copies. His own opinion was 
that fifty thousand would not be too many. 

On taking the question, Mr. Benton’s motion | 
was carried without a division. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso- || 


lutions: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- | 
rected to consider and report upon the expediency of con- 
structing fortifications, or establishing other detenses at 
important and exposed pvints on the maritime frontier of | 
the State of Mame, especially at Portiand harbor, at the 
entrance of Kenuebee river, and at the narrows of the Pen- | 
obscot river; and that they eonsider the subject with ref- | 
erence to the claim of that State to an equal and just par- 
ticipation with the other States of the Union in the benefits , 
of the system of national detense embraced within the con- | 
stitutional duties of this Government; aud more especially 
with referegce to the existing controversy, so greatly pro- 
longed, ia which the territorial rights of Maine are involved, 
a large portion of her territory having been usurped by a 
foreign Power, and being now held in subjection thereto ; 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resoived, That the same committee further consider, 
with reference to the same subject of controversy, and the 
right which every State has, under the Federal Constitu 
tion, to protection for its territory from foreign aggression, 


whether any, and what, further provisions are necessary to | 


be made for the security of the inland frontier of Maine 
and the staying of encroachments; with leave to report as 
aloresaid. 


- 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third | 
time and passed: 

‘The bill to change the location of the office of | 
surveyor general for the district composed of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; 

The bill to create an additional land office in 
the State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
and 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama | 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act pro- | 
viding for her admission into the Union, for the | 
purpose of making a road or roads leading to said | 
diate. 


SALE OF LEAD MINES. | 


The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved Jead mines in the State | 


of Lilinois and the Territories of Wisconsin and || tacle, that where this bill did not, by any rule of 


towa to be sold as other public lands, being on 
its third reading, ° 

Mr. MERRICK rose, and expressed his doubts 
whether the bili, in its present shape, would not 
subject the mineral public lands to the operation 
of tie preemption laws. In his opinion, this bill 


without the sanction of law; nor was he satisfied 
that the provisions of the bill under consideration 


under the operation of the preémption act. 

Mr. LINN replied, that the Senator from 
| Maryland had forgotten the provisions of the pre- 
emption law, which expressly excluded from its 
| operations all mineral lands and all lands reserved 
forany purpose whatever. Ifthe gentleman would 
take up that law and carefully examine its pro- 
visions, all his doubts would be removed. 

Mr. MERRICK here read some extracts from 
the preémption law, for the purpose of showing 
that under the wording of this bill the mineral 
lands would not be excluded from the right of 
preémption, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, thought the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Merricx] was mistaken in 
his view of the subject. The preémption gave 
no right whatever to preémptions on the mineral 
lands. The Senator will see, by turning his at- 
tention to the bill, that its phraseology 1s wholly 
at variance with the idea that any preémptioner 
ean have the right of entry under its provisions. 


| [Mr. Craw here read extracts from the preémp- | 


tion law in support of his argument.] He was 
warmly in favor of the bill, and had no doubt it 
would be greatly to the advantage of Government, 
as well as to the tract of country in which these 
lands are situated, if these lands were disposed 
of to individuals. Ifthe present mode of work- 
ing them was not arrested, they would in a short 
time be wholly valueless to Government. 

Mr. WALKER observed that the motion of 
_ the Senator from Maryland presented the extraor- 
dinary idea that a mere declaration of Congress 
can establish the fact whether a right does or does 
not exist undera previouslaw. Elitherthe right 
of preémption (said Mr. W.) to these lands does 
or does not exist under the preémption law of the 
‘last session: If it does, it could not be taken 
away by the present law; and if it does not, 


surely no preémption right could be found in the | 
provisions of this bill. So far from it, the lands | 
were to be proclaimed for public sale as other lands 


of the United States, and in a manner wholly dif- 
ferent from those sold under preémptions. In- 
stead of providing for preémptions, the bill pro- 
' vided against them. It declared that the lands 

shall be proclaimed for six months, and under 
that proclamation they should be offered for sale; 
| after which, and not before, they may be subject 
| to private entry. The motion of the Senator 
from Maryland presented the extraordinary spec- 





for it could not, if it did pass this and the other | 


mivht not be so construed as to bring these lands || 


| construction, allow the right of preémption, there | 
|, Should be a reconsideration, for the purpose of || 
| introducingan amendment to exclude such right— | 
| an amendment altogether inapplicable to the case || 
‘| before them. Ifthe gentleman would look at the | 
' preémption law with more care, he would find 


i 
} 
| 
| * and provided always, That this act shall not be socon- 
| 
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| that mineral lands, as well as lands reserved fy, 
| operation of that law. It surely could nates 
| moment be maintained that any preémption ot, 
|, was given by this bill, _ 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, had no doubt of»), 
|| beneficial tendency of the bill, but thought th, 
in order to guard against misconstruction they, 
was a necessity for adopting the amendment pro, 
posed by the honorable Senator from Marylanq 
He was in favor of that course of legislation wh;., 
left as little as possible for construction, T), 
proposed amendment, if adopted, could do n, 
injury. It would be the safer mode to reeyy. 
sider the vote, and, by adoming the amendmen: 
place the matter beyond doubt. r 

Mr. MERRICK said that he had never mean 
to ek the idea that either of the Senators jp. 
tended that the bill should include preémption 
rights. His only object was to guard agains, 
such a construction being given to it. He was 
very willing that the necessary amendment should 
be made, by the unanimous consent of the Sep. 
ate, and would withdraw his motion condition. 
ally for that purpose. 

Mr. LINN would say one word to the gentle. 
man from Maryland, to correct an error into 
which he had fallen, in stating that these miners 
/ went on the public lands withoutlaw. This was 
|a very great mistake. The Government of the 
‘United States had, through their agents, from 
time to time, invited individuals on these lands, 
|| for the purpose of mining, in order that it mizh; 
‘| derive a revenue from them. This was the way 
|, in which that beautiful region of lowa and Wis. 
consin was opened to settlement and cultivation. 
| With respect to this bill, he did not believe i: 
| would have been judicious to insert the right of 
preémption, otherwise he would gladly have seen 
itdone. He knew that the construction given by 
the Department to the act of the last session was 
ptt rigid, and excluded from preémption 

all the lands in the mining regions, and that this 


a eee 


| 

1 

} 

} 

| 

' 

| 

|| construction had been extended to all the land 

|| offices. 

| Mr. NILES made a few observations, in which 

|| he expressed the apprehension that this act might 
| be so construed as to give the right of preémp- 

} tion, and read a few extracts from the act of the 

| last session, which he compared with the present 

/ 

| 

| 

} 


act, in support of the position assumed by him. 

As no gentleman present intended that this act 
| should confer the right of preémption, he thought 
that there ought to be no objection to the inser- 
| tion of an amendment to prevent any difficulty on 
the subject. 





| Mr. KING observed that the subject was taken 
| up just before he came into the Senate, and he had 
|| not, therefore, heard the first part of the debate. 
His honorable friend, however, who had just 
taken his seat, (Mr. Nives,] was mistaken when 
|| he supposed that the mineral lands were suljject 
|| to the preémption laws. All the reservations of 
|| the Government were so protected by general re¢- 
|| ulations that no preémptions of them could be 
|| obtained—commencing from 1829-30, up to the 
|| present time. With regard to the amendments 
|| proposed to this bill, he did not believe that it was 
|| necessary; he did not believe that any settler 
‘| could avail himself of it so as to obtain a preémp- 
| tion; but he was not disposed to throw any 0}- 
| stacle in the way of making that more clear which 
‘| some gentlemen considered doubtful. He was 
| willing to adopt such an amendment as would 
| leave no room for such a construction as gentle- 
men apprehended. 

Mr. WALKER called the attention of the Sen- 
ate, and particularly of his friend from Connec- 
ticut, to another portion of the act of the last ses- 
sion, which expressly excluded preémptions from 
these lands. Mr. W. here read the following 


| 
| 
| 


extract: 


strued as to give the right of preémption to any person 0 
persons in consequence of any settlement or improvemen' 
made before the extinguishment of the Indian title to the 
land on which such settlement or improvement was made. 
&c., or to any sections or fractions of sections included 
within the location of any incorporated town, or to ollie’ 
alternate sections granted to the use of any canal or rail- 
road or other public unprovement on the route af such cand 
or railroad of other public improvement, or to any portions 


| of public lands, surveyed or otherwise, which have bee 


actually selected as sites for cities or towns, lotted it? 
smaller quantities than eighty acres, and settled upon and 
occupied for the purposes of trade, and not of agricultu 

cultivation or improvement, or to any lands specially oce? 


ad 








Pre 
Tn. 
nd, 
"nh 
he 

no 
On. 
nt, 


ant 

in- 
JON 
inst 
Was 
uld 
en- 
On- 


tle. 
Nty 
erg 
Was 
the 
fom 
ds, 
rhe 
Nay 
V is- 
on. 
elt 
t of 
een 
) by 
was 
tion 
this 
and 


hich 
ight 
mp- 
“the 
sent 
iim. 
act 
ight 
Sere 


y on 


uken 
had 
pate, 
just 
yhen 
ject 
7 

3 of 
reg: 
d be 
» the 
ents 
was 
sttler 
emp- 
y ob- 
hich 
was 
ould 
ntle- 


Sen- 
ynec: 
SPS: 
from 
Wing 


ocon- 
on oF 
pipent 
ro the 
made, 
juded 
oiler 
r rail- 
canal 
riions 
» been 
d into 
n and 
tural 
oceu 


ee 


pied or reserved for town lots or other purposes, by the au- | 
inority of the United States.’’ 

Naw, (said Mr. W.,) if we look at the acts of 
Congress, it will be found that several of them 
have been passed specially resorving these lands 
ty be leased; and therefore these lands, having | 
been specially reserved, are excluded under the | 
construction very properly given by the Secretary 
of the ‘l'reasury, that the preémption laws never 
were intended to apply to them. The case being 
so very clear, he could not consent to receive the 
amendment. Pt 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, appealed to his friend 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Warker,] as some Sen- 
ators appeared to have doubts on the subject, to | 
assent to a proviso that would remove all the dif- | 
ficulties suggested. He thought that two lines | 
would accomplish this object, and he had accord- | 
ingly drawn up an amendment, which he hoped 
might be taken by general consent. 

Mr. C. then submitted the following: 

Provided, That this act shall not be so construed as to 
give the right of preémption in any case whatever. 

Mr. #@YON observed that he would certainly | 
make no objection to this or any otheramendinent | 
which gentlemen thought necessary to render the 
bill more clear in its exclusion of preémption 
rights. He would observe, however, that he was 
infavor of giving this right, and was about, when 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed, to object to 
it because it excluded preémptions. He knew 
men who had spent many years of their lives, and 
ten or fifteen thousand dollars of their capital, in 
improving these mineral lands, who would, if the 
bill became a law, have to enter into competition 
with other purchasers for their own improve- | 
ments. He thought the claims of these persons 
very strong,and much regretted that no provision 
was made for them. 

Mr. L., after a few more observations, referred | 
to the act of 1830 and the act of the last session, 
for the purpose of showing that no preémption 
right existed as to mineral lands. 

Mr. NILES expressed his doubts whether the 
proviso would effect the object in view. 

No amendment being in order but by unani- 
mous consent, and Mr. WALKER objecting to 
the one just offered, the question was then taken 
on reconsidering the vote ordering the bill to be 
engrossed, and it was carried without a division. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, then renewed his mo- 
tion to amend, and the proviso submitted by him 
was read. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave it as his opinion that it 
would be better to put such a proviso in the bill 
as to prevent the possibility of any such construc- 
tion being given to it by the officers of the Gov- 
ernment as to allow of preémptions under it. He 
did not believe that the bill conferred any such 
right; butas the lands were valuable, every means 
would be employed to bring them within the pre- 
emption laws; the ablest lawyers would be en- 
gaged, and every sort of machinery brought to 
bear to induce the Treasury officers to give such 
pr nig as would open them to preémption 
claims. 

Mr. ROBINSON thought that the bill bore 
hardly on those interested in mining operations. 
A great many of these persons had made large 
expenditures in working the mines, and were as 
much entitled to relief as any other settlers on 
public lands. The ideaof the miners, as well as 
he could understand it, was that each individual 
should have a preémption right to that portion 
which he worked, and this in no case exceeded 
ten acres. The difficulty of making these small 
divisions alone, induced him to consent to the 
passage of the bill. 

The question was then taken on the proviso of 
Mr. Cray, of Alabama, and it was adopted with 
a slight modification. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
by unanimous consent passed as amended. 

_ The bill for the relief of the corporate authori- | 
ues of the city of Mobile. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 
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needy after the reading of the Journal, 
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the Union, for the purpose of resuming the con- 
sideration of the President’s message. 

But, atthe request of Mr. WISE, Mr. H. with- 
drew his motion for the present. 


PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 

Mr. WISE then, on leave given, offered a mo- 
tion. to print twenty thousand copies extra of 
Documents Nos. 111 and 297 of the 2d session of 
the 25th Congress, (both being documents in re- 
lation to public defaulters. ) 


Mr. CURTIS hoped the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia {Mr. Wise} would modify his motion, so 
as to include ten thousand extra copies of the re- 


| port from the Secretary of the Treasury in rela- 


tion to the defalcation of Mr. Swartwout. 

Mr. WISE modified his motion accordingly. 

Mr. DE GRAFF suggested twenty thousand 
copies of this latter document, and Mr. WISE 
again modified his motion accordingly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that, as he pre- 
sumed the gentleman from Virginia wished to have 
documents printed of five or six hundred pages, 
which Mr. C, thought it was very doubtful wheth- 
er any one would read, he hoped that they would 
be printed separately. 


Mr. WISE said he had no objection, it being | 


his desire tohave them so printed. _ 
Mr. BOND moved that the printing be done in 
such order that the documents having reference 


to the same persons might appear consecutively. | 
Mr. WISE hoped the gentieman from Ohio | 


| [Mr. Bonn] would suffer the printing to be se- 


, idea, at first sight, that the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury had been very active, very energetic indeed, || 


cured in the first instance. 
the other night in relation to public defaulters, 
was printed in such a manner as to present the 


in keeping the public officers to their duty; but 
when the letters to certain individuals (Harrigand 


Boyd) came to be examined, it was found, that | 
so far from putting the spurs up to the rowels in | 
the sides of public defaulters, he had only been | 
writing them letters of supplication. He hoped | 


Mr. B. would withdraw his motion. 


Mr. BOND, after expressing his opinion, that | 


before the printing, the Secretary should be called 


/upon to state whether all the documents were | 


genuine or not, consented to do so. 


So the last mentioned motion was withdrawn. | 

Mr. CRARY inquired of the Chair if there was | 
not a resolution in force requiring thateach mem- | 
ber of the House be furnished with copies of the | 
Executive communié¢ations of the last session? | 
On receiving an answer in the affirmative, he said | 
that he considered it to be his duty to object to | 


the printing called for by the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisg.}] One of the 
documents mentioned had been printed for the 


use of the members, and an extra number for dis- | 
tribution. The other document had been pub- | 
| lished for the use of the members, and informa- | 
| tion of its contents had gone to the people through 
| them. 
| justto send forth the document containing the long 
i list of public defaulters, when the accounts of 


Besides, Mr. C. objected that it was un- 


many of them had since been adjusted. Todo so 


| would be to spread false information. If the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise) would specif: 


any particular document, the printing of whic 
was requisite, he would go for it. 
Mr. 


‘agree with the gentleman from Michigan, that 


there had been on many occasions, and particu- 


| larly in recent years, great extravagance in the 


| 
| 
| 
i 
} 
| 


| views of individuals or parties. 


expenditure of public money for printing. But 
it by no means followed that all expense for 
printing was extravagant. He would discriminate 
as to the objects of the expense, retrenching in 
cases where the object was not so much to inform 
the public mind by bringing it into direct ac- 
quaintance with facts, as to bias it by opinions 
and arguments in favor of particular theories or 
Enormous ex- 


| pense had been legalized in this and in the other | 


part of the Capitol, for publication of arguments 
of committees or public functionaries, inthe shape 


| of reports, wheretn facts were assumed without | 


sufficient evidence, or too highly colored or too 


faintly touched, or but partially disclosed, and | 
| made subservient toaparticulardesign. He would | 


instance, also, the President’s annual message as 


ES rose, and asked the House now || a paper upon the prinung of which, without the 


The document read | 


ILLINGHAST said he could readily | 
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public money was periodically expended. The 
} number ordered to be printed was always, in his 
|| Opinion, unnecessarily large. That paper, in the 
| form usually given to it, could hardly »” ealled a 
| document, in the appropriate and strict sense of 
that term. [t was rather a commentary upon 
facts communicated in it, than the original and 
simple evidence of facts. The largest portion of 
it was sure to be an argument, drawn up, gener- 
ally, with great ability and care, sometimes with 
great artand adroitness, intended to impress upon 
the public mind the particular opinions and views, 
and, perhaps, also to advance in public estima- 
tion, the particular cause, prospects, or hopes, of 
the individual author. Butthe very interest which 
it necessarily excited—the eager and impatient 
interest with which it was expected by the whole 
country—insured for it, without the aid of Con- 
gress or of the public purse, the earliest and most 
extensive publication. Before the reading can be 
half finished in this Hall, it is gone miles away, 
flying forth in every direction, upon the swiftest 
wings of fiery expedition, to every portion, pop- 
ulous or waste, of the vast Republic. It is re- 
printed at every press, and read at the most dis- 
tant firesides, long before the extra copies ordered 
by this House reach our desks. 
To these and to other like subjects of expense, 
let the gentleman apply his economy and re- 
trenchment, and thus save and secure a liberal 
fund for furnishing the people with information 
and evidence, instead of argument and opinion; 
with facts, instead of theories and projects; with 
such original, undistorted, and authentic proofs 
of facts and transactions of the highest interest 
as are contained in the documents which are the 
subject of the present motion. In this course he 
would cordially coéperate. But he could not but 
feel surprise and regret that there should be, in 
| any quarter, or in any portion of this Hlouse— 
| particularly in that portion from whieh the oppo- 
sition seemed about to come—an objection to giv- 
ing to the people the naked, ungarnished truths 
contained in these documents. Whence did these 
|, documents come? From a high Department of 
our Government; originated in that Department, 
and authenticated by its head. They were not 
only the best evidence of transactions on which 
| the people had a right to be truly informed, but 
the two most important documenis were in truth 
the very transactions themselves. ‘his was the 
sort of information which it was not only expe- 
dient and proper that the representatives of the 
people should furnish, and which they were ex- 
pected to furnish to their constituents; but which 
it was the right of their constituents to have, and 
which it was necessary they should have to en- 
| able.them to form a true judgment of the doings 
|, and intentions of those whom they intrust with 
power, and to act correctly in the performance of 
their own civil duties, and the exercise of their 
own civil rights. Here were the acts and pro- 
eeedings of their public functionaries, whole and 
ungarbied and undistorted, uncolored by declama-. 
tion, undisguised by sophistry, going directly and 
naked to the mind, the intelligence of the nation, 
with all their original motives, modifications, and 
objects fresh upon them. Why should they be 
suppressed? ‘They were of the highest interest 
to all who feel an interest in the administration of 
that vast Executive power which, legitimately or 
| illegitimately, for good or evil, is exercised and 
|, brought to bear upon all the concerns of society. 
|| They related to the Executive managementof the 
|| finances and the patronage of the nation; to the 
| wielding of that power of powers, the money 
|| power, which, in hands that know its potency 
| and its appliances, overreaches, subsidizes, and 
|| controls all other powers. Now, it could not be 
|| disguised that genuine, perfect, unsophisticated 
|| information of the acts of public servants, from 
|| the highest to the lowest, was the great want of 
the freemen of this country. It was of the ut- 
most importance for the safety of their free in- 
stitutions, and for the security of their means of 
| lifeand happiness, that they should have it. Their 
| representatives were intrusted with the power and 
means of furnishing them with it, and it seemed 
, to him that this was a most fit occasion for exer- 
cising that power. 
He would not now comment upon the contents 
of the documents, or what was proved by them, ~ 
| horanticipate, at this time, the judgment which the 


er ae aN 


‘tog0 into Committee of the Whole on the state of || accompanying documents, far too much of the pubiie mind, if allowed to receive them whole and 
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entire, without bias or sophistication, would pro- | 
nounce upon the transactions disclosed in them. 


It was sufficient that they were the sort of in- || 


formation which every citizen of a Republic was | 
bound to obtain, if possible, and to digest and | 


SRE.00 


was not afraid that any and everything should go || now says ought to be made felony. 


| 
| 


| 


j 


pronounce upon according to the dictates of his | 
unbiased intelligence and integrity. Let it be re- | 


membered, too, that these documents could not | 


or would not be published whole and perfect - {| 
’ 


any newspaper press. They would be assortec 
selected, and confused. The genuineness of some | 
would be denied, the force of others would be | 
disguised; they would be robbed of their genuine 
power over the mind by being brought in, in de- | 
tached and imperfect portions, as aids to an ar- | 
gument in support of some particular view. All 
the benefit of the mutual explanations they afford, 
of the interpretation of one paper or transaction 
by another im the same series, would be lost to 
the public, and the speech or the essay would 
embody only such as might be made subservient 
to its particular design. He trusted there was 


sire to withhold from the people such important | 
proofs of facts, until they could be made to pass | 
through the menstruum of such processes as these; | 
and he therefore hoped that the objection to the | 
eee. not be further pressed. 

Mr ISE said he should have thought no ob- 





to the people whom he had the honor to repre- | 
sent; they had heard the truth before now. But | 
he was not prepared to go for such a wasteful | 
expenditure of the public money as was here pro- 
vosed. 

Mr. CRARY repeated that one of the docu- | 
ments would not furnish correct information to 
the people. It was known that some persons had 


| there been put down as defaulters who, at the 


time, had vouchers in their hands more than cov- 
ering the amount charged against them. Many | 
of them had since been settling up from quarter 
to quarter. The document, therefore, did not set 
forth the facts. 


_ ation, it would be necessary to callon the Depart- | 
| ment to know who had settled their accounts, and | 


| individuals at the present time. 
|, afraid to send forth documents to the yearns he | 
| had no fear ofthe kind. Hecared not ho 

| 
no portion of this House that would avow a de- || 


} 
| 


jection would have been made by any member of | 
the Administration party to the printing of a doc- || 


ument which had the name and authority of the 
Department itself for the information it contained. 
The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Crary] said | 
we should throw out false information. If false, 
it was the handiwork of the Secretary himself. 
But suppose that some individuals had since | 
settled their accounts: did that alter the fact? Or 
could it be said that false information was spread 
abroad, when the document itself would bhow 
that the Secretary himself had connived at the | 
defalcations? If the documents had emanated | 
from the members of the Whig party—the F'ed- 
eral Bankites,as they were called—he should have 
expected that opposition would have been made; 
but coming from whence it did, what objection 
could be made? Were gentlemen afraid of their | 
own documents? Were they afraid of their own 
reports? The gentleman from Michigan said that | 
to print this document, filed here from the Depart- 
ment itself, and to distribute twenty thousand 
copies among the people, was worse than the 
defalcation itself. This was the old cry. It 
seemed that one of the party, at least, had nerve 
enough to take the ground assumed in 1836—that 


what was the actual condition of the accounts of | 
As to being | 


w many | 
documents were printed, if their publication was | 
needed. His constituents did not ask of him to | 
furnish them with stale and gone-by information. 
They wanted information of things as they ex- | 
isted at the present time. 

He had been charged with wearing the party | 


| collar of 1836. Notwithstanding the charge, he | 


would be found as ready as the gentleman from | 
Virginia to vote for the impeachment of any offi- | 
cer of the Government, on being satisfied of his | 


guilt. Let the gentleman produce his evidence, | 


' 


| we have always had them; but they were not more 


| majority of the House, if they voted for the mo- 


| party had refused to print the largest number of | 


| of the Government. 


| great God, but light’’—were applicable to the con- 


and not be continually crying ‘‘ peculation, pecu- 
lation!’? The House had long ago heard enough | 


| of thisery. They ought now to be furnished with | 


the evidence to support it, if there was any inex- | 
istence. He had no doubt there were peculators; | 


guilty of a dereliction of duty than would be the 


tion before them. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that, since he had held | 
a seat on this floor, he never before remembered | 
an instance in which the prominent men of the | 


a document, not emanating from the Opposition, | 
but from the party themselves, and a Department | 
The Opposition had jong | 
stood in this position, that the only light which | 
they could get was dragged forth, extorted from the | 
public functionaries of the country. All we want | 
is light. If ever the prayerof Ajax—* Give us, 


| dition of any party, it is so here in reference to | 


it would be actual fraud to publish information in || 


regard to those who were not defaulters. That 
was not what he was after. What he wanted 
was to publish to the world the manner in which 


He could file articles of impeachment this day, 
not only that the Secretary was guilty of gross 
neglect, but of corrupt neglect. He could show | 


not less than twenty specifieations for articles of | 


impeachment in this very document, if the House || 


would entertain them, and if the Senate would try | 
the impeachment. Give us light; not the light | 
of my speeches, but the light which is to be found | 
in your own documents. I will try you out of | 
your own mouth, and, in the language of Scrip- | 
ture, you are already condemned to your own | 


consciences, like an old and hardened sinner, |! 


| 


without the law. You cannot withhold this in- | 
formation, which you yourselves have sent to | 
the House. 


| 
| ably it is obsolete; probably peculation will now 
the Secretary himself had performed his duty. || 


_ of the day; and honor and integrity are obsolete. | 


| 


j 
| 


| 





| 


the Opposition. Give us light, and victory and | 
triumph await that party. | 

What is the objection made to this document? | 
It is, that it is stale. Probably it may be so; prob- | 


i 


be acknowledged to be, as it is in truth, the order | 


If they are not obsolete, there are facts contained | 
in this document which never can become so. | 
There is one single fact in that document the pub- | 
lication of which, looking to iteven in a pecuniary | 
point of view, is worth hundreds and thousands | 
of dollars. Whatis it? Itis that on which so | 
much stress has been laid by the gentleman from | 
Mississippi, [Mr. Prentiss,] and previously by | 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] that, | 
whilst your President now with alacrity rushes | 
not only upon Swartwout, but upon his securi- | 
ties, by a summary process, almost, if not quite, | 
in violation of the Constitution, the Secretary of | 
the Treasury has, in another instance, permitted | 


Mr. BOON said it was a little singular that no || the law to slumber from day to day, and from | 


subject could be introduced into this House with- 
out a most violent attack being made on the Ad- 
ministration. He understood that the document 
which gentlemen were now desirous to have re- | 
published, had been published heretofore and 
thrown out to the country. 

Mr. WISE was understood to say that it had | 
only been printed for the members, not for the 
special information of the people. 








Mr. BOON said it was enough that it had gone 
to the people through their Representatives on 
this floor. What proportion would twenty or 
fifty thousand copies bear to the aggregate amount 
of the dear people of this country, for whom cer- | 
tain persons in this Hall professed so tender a | 
regard for particular purposes? Here was to be 
another item of extravagance set down. ~ He was 
one of the friends of the Administration, and he 








year to year, with the knowledge of the most | 
gross peculations—not peculations simply; that is | 
too softa term for such flagrant dishonesty. Take | 
the case given yesterday, where a man puts 
to himself public lands as sold when they had not been | 
sold, and then has not the honesty to pay even that 
small modicum with which he has charged himself. 
But there are collateral enormities in all these 
acts. The act which the President says deserves 
nothing less than the ignominious punishment of 
a felon is not only connived at, but a premium 
offered for it. Here isa man whom the tary 
has been supplicating, not dismissing with the | 
prompt indignation which ought to have followed 
such proceedings, but supplicating from day to | 
day to give up the money which he had taken; | 








i| 
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Let the Peo. 
ple have the facts. The people of this country 
are honest at the core. Give then light; let them 
see that their functionaries have done thus ang 
thus, and my life upon the result. 

But this document is stale. When did it be. 
come stale? It never can be stale until corryy. 
tion prevails all over the land. Here are men 


| convicted of frauds, who are not only tolerated, 


| 
| 
| 


but are reappointed to office. I say in sincerity 
that I believe, if the people will submit to acig 
of this kind, they are no longer capable of sejf. 
government. They are no longer fit to be free, 


| for they are no longer honest. The gentlemay, 


In order to give correct inform- || 


and yet this very man was reappointed after the 
perpetration of repeated acts which the President ' 


says there are excusatory facts. 1 only speak of 
facts as they are here presented. But suppose jy 
should turn out that these men are not defauiters- 
what doesthat matter? The Government though; 
that they were so, when they trusted them again, 
They ar they were speculators, and reap- 
pointed and continued them; that they had been 

uilty of offenses worthy the ignominious pup. 
ishment of a felon, and yet they were reappoint. 


led. Still, if there are excusatory factsy let gen. 


tlemen bring them out; 1 will go for the publica. 
tion of an equal number of all such documents, 
and I will send one of them to each man to whom 
I may transmit one containing the damning facts 
set forth in this present document. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. THompson] seemed to 
take it for granted that the friends of the Admin- 
istration were all opposed to the printing of the 
documents. 

Mr. THOMPSON gave some sign of dissent. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, the gentleman 
said so. 

Mr. THOMPSON said his remarks must have 
been misunderstood, as he certainly had not made 
that assertion. What he had said was, that this 
was the first instance, within his experience, in 
which the prominent members of an Adminisira- 
tion party had refused to print a public docu-° 
ment. e did not know, and could not know, 
that all the members of that party would vote to 
refuse. He supposed, on the contrary, that they 
might divide, as on other occasions. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was glad the gentleman 
qualified his remark. Il econcur with the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr..Wise)} in the necessity 
of publishing an extra number of these docu- 
ments; not, however, in the necessity of publish- 
ing them all, because | hope that, before one of 
the documents is printed it will be referred toa 
committee, to examine and see what parts are 


| requisite for publication, and that we shall not do 


as we did two years ago, publish a libel upon 
dead men—men who have produced their vouch- 
ers, and settled their accounts. 

Mr. WISE. Who was the author of that libel? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. I concur in the opinion 
that that document nevershould have come from 
the Department without explanatory documents. 

Mr. WISE. The Secretary was the author of 
that libel, if a libel it was. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. The document was 
furnished in obedience to a resolution—was spe- 
cially called for. But the other document contains 
information of an entirely nomina} character. 
One half the individuals there implicated ace dead 
men, and others have brought their vouchers, and 
vet we have been publishing the document annu- 
ally. Ifthe Secretary did publish it, it was under 
an ancient act of Congress, requiring the annual 
publication. Nominal defauliers should not be 
punished as actual defaulters. Allow me hereto 
say to those gentlemen who seem so sensitive 
about the case of Mr. Swartwout, that the public 
may imagine that they mean, by raising up the 
ghosts of dead men for forty years past, to cover 
up the last fraud of one of their own friends. | 
will say that | commiserate, as much as any man, 
the case of Mr. Swartwout. I ascribe his case. 
as I do all such, to that favorite credit system of 
theirs, which, in other words, is the gambling 
system. Thisis the source of all the degradation 
in morals and character which we now witness. 
To this system, I ae may trace all 
these evils. But I not now go into that 
question. . 

Mr. WISE desired to correct the gentleman 
from New York in one fact. The gentleman 
speaks, and I the whole secret of it, 
with a view to throw the Opposition party in this 
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House into the attitude of defending Mr. Swart- 
wout, and says that he commiserates that indi- 
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now given by the gentleman does not atall change | 


the facts. The statement of the gentleman which 


yidoal as much as I or any other gentleman. || I have alluded to, made here last session, and 


Now I want the Pome and all his party to 
understand that I have no commiseration with 
Mr. Swartwout. I hold him in utter contempt— 
in utter detestation—as a dishonest public officer, 
who was retained in office by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with full means of knowing his dishon- 
esty, and without any disposition on the part of 
the Secretary to do his duty, and bring the de- 
faulter to punishment, I appeal to the ghosts of 
no dead men. My appeal is to the living—the 
living who now walk abroad unscathed, un- 
whipped of justice, through the whole length and 
breadth of this land. My business is with the 
living, not the dead. Let them rest in their graves; 
| shall not disturb their repose. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that he also disclaimed 
all sympathy with Mr, Swartwout. He entirely 
approved of the course of the Administration in 
relation to his defaleations. But he wanted to 
contrast their present course with that previously 
adopted by them. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. The gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] will pardon me. I mean to 
say that I feelas much sympathy with the case 
of Mr. Swartwout as I do with the case of the 
poor smuggler, When we make laws contrary 
to the rights of man, if the smuggler should be 
taken and hanged, I should be more prone to de- 
sire that the law-maker himself should be hanged 
rather than the smuggler. I do say that those 
who are in favor of laws which will bring upon 
the country such evils as these are as responsible 
to the country as the individual who commits the 
fraud; and when some poor man becomes the 
victim, the gentleman from Virginia will pardon 
me if my impulse of humanity goes ahead of his. 
The case of Mr. Swartwout | regard as of the 
most flagrant character, and deserving of the se- 
verest reprobation; but, at the same time, I can- 
not avoid looking at the cause of this whole 
system, of the demoralizing tendency of which 
we have such abundant evidences. But, sir, we 
shall have ample time to go into this question, 
and to trace all these ruinous speculations in lands 
and stocks to the right source—the credit system. 
lam willing that all the defalcations should be 

ublished as much as gentlemen please, because 
Clio that the more we multiply copies of 
them, the more satisfied will the people become 
that the law which was before us the session be- 
fore last and the last session, and which has again 
been reported, ought to have been the law from 
1789 down to the present time. I believe that if 
the law now reported had been the law of the land 
Mr. Swartwout never could have escaped detec- 
tion, and that he never would have been a de- 
faulter. All I ask of gentlemen is to read the 
provisions of the bill, and see whether they are 
not the only provisions which can be adopted to 
prevent similar defalcations. 

Mr. REED said that he well recollected to have 
heard the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG, | a few days previous to the close of the 
last session of Congress, and after the signal de- 
feat of the sub-Treasury bill, boast loudly that 
the sub-Treasury was in operation, and would 
continue to be until 1840—he added ‘in spite of 
the lamentations here and elsewhere.”? And now 
the private and public losses and evils we have 
suffered, and even the frauds and defalcations of 
public officers, are charged to the Opposition—to 
us of the minority. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the remark of 
the gentleman afforded him an opportunity of 
staung what his opinion was in relation to the 
law of the land as now existing. His opinion was 
that, since the suspension of specie payments, the 
deposit act of 1836 had become null and void, and 

the last clause of the eighth section revived 
the act of 1789, which was the only act organiz- 
ing the Treasury Department, and by which the 
keeping of the public moneys was made the ex- 
ress duty of the Treasurer of the United States. 
nder that act the Treasurer was the exclusive 
keeper of the public money, and moeene ees gold 
or silver was receivable in payment of public dues. 
The latter had, however, Sioan subsequently mod- 
fied by the joint resolution of 1816, and the act 
of 14th July, 1836, tolerating the receipt of bank 
notes conditionally. 
Mr. REED. The statement and explanation 








which is not denied, no man in this House can 
have forgotten. We were then assured, and the 
country was assured, by that gentleman that the 
ee wen then in operation, and would 
continue to be until 1840, in spite of us. Is it not 
in operation? Did not President Jackson “take 
the responsibility,’’ and make it known to Con- 
oo and the country, that the Secretary of the 

reasury and all the subordinate officers of the 
Treasury Department were subject to his control? 

The gentleman charges the speculations and 


overtrading monopolies, and even the frauds and | 


defalcations of public officers, to the minority. 
Have the minority made your laws? Have they 


| appointed your collectors and district attorneys, 


(Swartwout, Price, &c.,) and your land receivers? 
We are, at this late day, called upon by the Pres- 
ident to aid in detecting and punishing defaulters. 
The great defaulters are far beyond our reach, and 
we shall rrobably search in vain for the vast 
amount of money they have fraudulently taken 
from the sub-Treasury. If the President would 
save the money of the people, he should appoint 
men honest and capable for custom-house officers 
and land receivers. And the Treasury Department 


| should require them to render a strict account of 
their stewardship, and their accounts should be | 


rendered frequently and intelligibly. Then, if 


frauds were attempted, they would soon be de- | 


tected, and, under a proper supervision, could 


never be practiced, as they have been under our || 


new sytem for years, and to an alarming amount. 


But the gentleman informs us that these losses | 


are the result of a gambling system, and that cer- 
tain politicians are responsible for the conse- 
quences. Who are they? Who have had the 
power and control of the Government for ten years 
past? Has it not been in the hands of the gentle- 
man himself and his friends? Should they not 
be held responsible for their own measures and 
the conduct of their own officers ?—their own sub- 
Treasury operations? 


Although I differ entirely from the gentleman | 


from New York [Mr. CamBre ene] as to his ar- 
gument upon responsibility, | entirely agree with 
him as to the propriety of printing the documents 
proposed by the motion we are now considering. 


. They will afford most important information to 


the people, and they will demand it at the pres- 
ent-time. It will show them what has been done, 
and what has been left undone in the appoint- 
ment of fit men to take care of the Treasury. It 
will show how they have been treated by the Ex- 
ecutive, and what care has been taken of the pub- 
lic money. 

It may, and I trust will, attract the attention of 
the Government and people, and be the means of 
saving a part, at least, of what otherwise might 
be lost, of what yet remains, and of that which 
may hereafter come into the Treasury. I con- 
fess, 1 have heard the objection of the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Crary] with surprise. He 
objects on account of the expense of printing. 
The expense, at most, can be but small, and it 
must be ill-judged economy to refuse a few dol- 
lars expense when we may hope by such means 
to save millions of the money of the country from 
being swept away by miserable and unprincipled 
defaulters. 

It is objected by several gentlemen that, if one 
of the documents named is published, it will be 
most cruel and unjust to the memory of the dead 
and the living, inasmuch as, by the books of the 
Treasury, some appear to be defaulters who are 
not so in reality. ‘The books of the Treasury (if 
not burnt) must remain, whether published or 


not;,and had I a friend or ancestor who appeared | 


to be a defaulter, and who was not so in reality, 
I should thank the Government for publishing it, | 
that it might attract attention, that the accounts || 
might be settled and balanced, and justice done || 
to hismemory. Nothing1s asked to be published | 
but recorded truth. 
The publications desired for ourselves and the | 
people are facts. Facts from the Treasury De- | 
rtment itself. Facts which the people should | 
poo at this time; suffering, a» they do, from the 
most ruinous and profligate defalcations. Facts | 
which may have a most important bearing upon | 
public opinion, and may yet have an influence 
upon ourselves. Under such circumstances, let 
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those alone refuse the publication who fear the 
effect of the light of truth. 

Mr. LOOMIS said that he deemed the resolu- 
tion an extraordinary one; it was for the reprint- 
ing of documents which have been called for by 
the House, printed by its order, and laid on the 
tables of all the members at the last session; it 
could not, therefore, be for the information of 
members. A large extra number were aiso or- 

| dered by the House at the last session, and were 


|| distributed by the members to their constituents. 


|The public were in possession of this informa- 
ition. In this state of the case, there must be some 
| very good reason to induce him to consent to se- 
lect this document, an edition of twenty thousand 
| copies, equal to the largest number ever ordered 
| of the most ipteresting and important documents 
of the present session; but that this document of 
all others should be selected, was most extraor- 
/dinary. He well recollected that when one of 
these documents was published, complaints were 
heard from the press, in all parts of the country, 
of the great injustice done private individuals. 
Many persons had been exhibited to the public 
_as defaulters who in reality were not so. A bal- 
ance stood against them on the books of the Treas- 
|ury. Some of them had lost their vouchers, and 
‘could not, therefore, have the books balanced, 
though everybody was satisfied they were not 
defaulters. Some, through inadvertence or ina- 
bility, have not had their disbursements formally 
allowed and credited on the books of the Depart- 
| ment; others were long since dead. Sir, the com- 
| piaint was well founded. The House had no 
| right to inflict pain unnecessarily, to do injustice 
to individuals. It is said that they want light 
and truth. Then let them call for information, 
'and I will go with them. If they wish to know 
| the present state of the books, let them call for 
| that; their condition last year they have heard— 
| they can refer to it in their speeches, publish it 
in the newspapers, and make use of it in any and 
}every way they choose for electioneering pur- 
| poses; but if they wanted the truth, if light was 
| their object, why not call for it? Why not take 
the state of thingsas they nowexist? If injustice 
|| was done to individuals by the publication of the 
| balances on the books as then existing, and which 
| balances some of the individuals concerned may 
since then have had corrected, why insist on re- 
| publishing an unjust, erroneous statement, whose 
| only use must be for electioneering purposes, and 
|| by which the House would again perpetuate a 
|| great wrong? For one, he could not be driven to 
vote for the expenditure of the public money for 
|| such purposes, by any apprehension that he 
|! should be charged with suppressing light. Sir, 
|| [move to amend the resolution, by striking out 
|| all that part which relates to the documents of 
|| last session. 
|| Mr. C. H. WELLIAMS. It is not my inten- 
'| tion, Mr. Speaker, to address the House. My 
|| object is ae to make a motion. Before I do 
|| so, sir, | wish to state, for the information of the 
'| gentleman from New York, [Mr. CamBrecene,} 
|| that William M. Price, the associate and com- 
|| panion in guilt of Mr. Swartwout, is an acknowl- 
| edged Lovofoco; and on the eve of the gentle- 
|| man’s election, at Tammany Hall Mr. Price 
| made, as I am informed, an able speecli in favor 
i of the ‘* Independent”? sub-Treasury scheme. 
|| He succeeded, to the entire satisfaction of the 
|| party, in proving that it would work in practice 
| infinitely better than banks. This information 
|| is given as a set-off against the gentleman’s fears 
| that the Whigs might, perchance, be supposed 
|| to be defending a friend in the person of Samuel 
Swartwout, and for the additional purpose of re- 
heving the gentleman’s mind from the unpleas- 
antness that must necessarily accompany such an 
| unfounded belief. I move the previous ques-* 
tion. 
|| Mr. W. withdrew the demand on the request 
of Mr. Gartanp, of Virginia, and on the pledge 
of that gentleman to renew it. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said he should 
vote for the publication of these documents. He 
had originally called for them; and to show the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Crary] that he 
was unwilling to do injustice to any individual, 
he held in his hand a resolution which he pro- 
posed to offer as an amendment, and by which 
the Secretary of the Treasury was called upon to 
furnish a list not only of those whose accounts 
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had been adjusted, but alsoa list of defaulters, up 
to the Istof October. His proposition was in the 
following words: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 
this House— ° 

lL. Whatdefnleations by collectors and receivers, or other 
depositaries Of the public money, have taken place since 
the Ist day of October, 1837, the names of the defaulters, 
when and where they took place, and wiat amount. 

2. What amount has been paid, or what balances ap- 
pearing due from detaulters, in the report of the 17th of 
January Jast, have been adjusted and reduced. : 


Mr. WISE accepted the above asa modification 
of his motion, which he again further modified 
by adding: 

And that he be requested to report to this House all the 
correspondence touching detulcations of receivers and col- 


lectors of public money since the Deparunent turnished 
document No. 297. ‘ 














The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Loomis, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, resumed. He 
would not go into an argument, as he was under 
pledge to renew the demand for the previous 
question. He certainly believed, as the gentie- 
man from Michigan [Mr. Crary} had stated, 
that, In some instances, balances did appear 
against public agents who were not guilty. It 
was right and proper that corrections in suc- 
cases should be made. When they were made, 


they would accompany the present documents as || 





they were sent out to the country, and then the | 


country would know the whole system from head 
to foot, noton!l 
1789, but of all the laws which had been subse- 
quently passed. He desired that this informa- 
tion should go to the country, whether it illus- 
trated the value of the sub-Treasury scheme, or 
whether it illustrated the contrary. 


under the operation of the act of | 


He wanted | 


the information to go to.the people in the shape | 


in which it was presented at the Treasury De- 
partment, exhibiting the facts, and leaving the 
people to draw their own inferences. It wasa 


question of vital interesttothem. It wasnowpro- | 


posed to change the system of finance, as it had | 


stood from 1789 up to the present hour. 
good or the evil of the present scheme was to be 
iilustrated by that best of all tests, experience. 
If these facts should go to show, as the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Campretene] had 
stated, that the credit system was fulse, let it so 
appear; if the contrary, let it so appear, and let 


the people draw their inferences accordingly. It || 


was important that the whole truth should go to 


The | 


the country, that it might receive, not the parti- | 


san, but the unbiased judgment of the people. 
Some gentlemen seemed to think that an extra 
number of these documents had already been 
printed. When the first report came in, a gen- 
teman from New York moved the printing of 
five thousand extra copies; which were ordered. 
But of the second document no extra copies had 
been printed, it having been printed only for the 
use of the members. All he wanted was, to test 


the conflicting systems before the country. Gen- | 


tlemen drew one conclusion, he drew another. 
He had taken his position, and he did not intend 
to retreat from it. Other gentlemen had taken 
theirs. Let, therefore, the whole facts go to the 
country,and let the people decide the question 


under the full blaze of light which those facts | 
would shed. And for the purpose of probing | 


those facts to the bottum, and developing the 
whole truth, he would go with gentlemen to any 
extent. 

In accordance with his pledge, he renewed the 
demand for the previous question; but Mr. Wit- 
Lams having released him from the promise, the 
demand for the previous question was again with- 
drawn, 


Mr. DUNCAN said, if he understood himself, , 


che should be the last man to suppress the publica- 


ion of anything that was calculated to enlighten | 


the minds of the people; and, if he understood | 
himself, he would be the last man to do anything | 


having a tendency to cover the iniquity or the 
fraud of any officer in any department of the Gov- 
ernment. But when had the House been out of 
the sound of charges against the Government of 
extravagance and profligacy? It was a standing 
charge. Whenthe membersof the Administration 
party voted to retrench, it was attributed to im- 
proper motives—to a desire to cover up the in- 
iquity of the various departments of the Govern- 
ment—the demagogism—or to some sinister in- 


| 


| 


/ 


‘| Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, said he was | 
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fluence. He cared not what the question might 
be, with that end in view, it was at once and in- 
variably met with a ery of corrupt motives, 

Mr. D. alluded to the care and caution required 
for the protection of the public money, in the 


or forty thousand dollars to no purpose whatever, 


minutes, and almost without a word being said. 


to its adoption, because no good could grow out 
of it, and because, as had been stated, the charac- 
ters of innocent men would be injured; for there 
| were some appearing as defaulters who were not 
|so. To publish information of such a character 
| would be to do an injustice which never could be 
remedied. ‘The very least that could be done on 
behalf of those who might be injured, would be 
to refer the documents to a committee, to see what 
| portions ought, in justice, to be published. 
He would move, however, to lay the whole 
subject oh the table. 


| in which these documents had severally been pub- 
lished at the last session of Congress, by order of 
| the House, and to the injustice which one of these 


posed tosthe motion to reprint. 
Mr. MENEFEE said he was happy to witness 


hidden from the public eye. After the proof had 
come of iniquity after iniquity, which had been 
plunged like avalanches from the heights of power 


now that liberty was looking to this House for 
help, now came a solemn trade in the Globe 
against wasting time in this most villainous de- 


| bate, and an appeal to the liege subjects of the | 


throne at once to puta stop to it; and, while such 


| to smother documentary light. Mr. M., after 
some remarks on the increase of the public ex- 
pendituves, and the use which had been made of 


the public money, said it was vain to hope for 


| longer concealment; the deeds of the party were | 
| rushing to the light with the resistless force of | 


destiny. The petty excuses of economy would 
not answer the purpose; they had lost their charm; 
the public began too well to understand the econ- 
omy of this Administration. It might as well at 
once, with arms crossed and hearts resigned, come 
/ up to that bar, where the American people would 
pass on its deeds, and award their due recom- 
pense. That people would embody the iniquities 
of ten long years, and, placing them on the head 
of the victims, would stretch the sacrificial knife, 


/ and, calling on Heaven, would make one great | 


expiatory offering to the god of liberty. 


statemeatin relation to defaulters; they only stated 
what appeared on the record; this was all they 
professed to do, and this they did. 


they were mere whispers, yea, sweet sounds, in 


two-edged sword; error must get out of the way, 


| or be cut in twain. Away with this pitiful talk | 


| about the expense of printing a document! Let 
| the people be no longer insulted by an open at- 
tempt to stifle the light and hide 
‘them. Have it they would, and have it all. 


as well pleased as the gentleman who had just 
taken his seat at witnessing the sensation in cer- 
| tain parts of this House at every fresh haul of 
: truth from the great deep of this Administration’s 





three readings of bills in both Houses, before a | 
dollar could be expended; and yet gentlemen in- | 
troduced a resolution to expend twenty, thirty, | 


and that resolution was to be adopted in five | 


He hoped it would not be agreed to. He objected | 


But Mr. D. withdrew the | 
|| mouon, at the request of several gentlemen. 


Mr. BRONSON, after alluding to the manner || 


documents had inflicted, expressed himself op- | 


such scenes as this in the House of Representa- | 
tives. He could perceive a feverish anxiety in the | 
party in power, which indicated that, afterall the | 
enormities which had come to light, there were | 
otherand greater still behind. Hence the anxiety | 
to stifle debate, and quench the light which was | 
beginning to be shed on dark transactions long: 


into the pure lake of our republican institutions, | 


_intimations came from the official organ, simul- | 
| taneously there was an effort within the House | 


Mr. M. denied that the documents gave a false | 


These com- | 
mencing groans of detected guilt were as nothing, | 


comparison to the outcries of national agony that | 
would soon fill the air asthe whole truth came to | 
view. Oome it must. Let it affect this party or | 
that party, things had reached a point at which | 
concealment was any longer hopeless. Whether | 
these defaults were or were not an argument | 
against the sub-Treasury—let them be even the | 
strongest argument in its favor—still the people 

must have the truth. The truth would go like a | 


e truth from | 
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secrets. The great oyster bed had not been dis. 
| turbed for years, now, and he did not doubt tha: 
another grab would bring upon water larger ang 
fatteroysters thanany which had yet been opencd 
Yes, there were other fine fish below, which had 
not yet been hooked up or speared. He was fo, 
trying all ways to get at them; lines, nets; spears 
harpoons; any means and all means he was for 
trying, so that by some means the fish might be 
made to appear above water. He was happy to 
perceive, from some symptoms of compunction 
on the other side, that the party was not as yer 
“desperately wicked;”’ they were not judicially 
| hardened; there was some little nucleus of moral 
principle, around which better feelings might yet 
cluster, so as to leave a hope that they might stil) 
be snatched as brands from the burning. He 
had begun to think that the skin of this Admin. 
istration was like thatof the rhinoceros, insensib|e 
to all attacks, and proof against the keenest dart; 
but he now began to havea better hope. The 
Globe might admonish and warn and entreat, but 
it was in vain; the Globe could not stop this de. 
bate on corruption. It would go on; the nation 
| would hear it. Gentlemen did not like this word 
** corruption;”’ but if he thought their ears were 
not callous, he would buy a starling, and have it 
taught to cry nothing but ** corruption!’’ He 
would find the Administration when it lay asleep, 
and in its ear he would halloo * corruption! cor- 
ruption! corruption!’’ He would not, according 
to the advice of the gentleman from New York 
over the way, [Mr. CamBretene,] have the an- 
atomical dissections confined to dead subjecis; 
no, there were plenty of living ones whose im- 
posthumes needed the knife. He trusted these 
documents would be published; he wanted them 
for two purposes: first for lessons of morality, 
and then as models of the King’s English. His 
friend had said they would cut like a two-edged 
sword; ay, like a three-edged one. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he merely rose to reply 
to a single remark made by the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Prentiss.) That gentleman 
had said he would continually cry out * corrup- 
tion’? against this Administration; nay, he would 
| buy a starling which should be taught to speak 
| nothing but ** corruption, corruption.’’ Mr, A. 
would make the reply, which was once made in 
the British Parliament on a similar occasion. The 
member of Parliament to whom he alluded, said 
in reply to a similar remark, that gentlemen need 
not trouble themselves to buy a starling for that 
purpose, For as long as they themselves kept 
continually uttering the same wordg, with just as 
much reason and meaning as the starling would 
have in uttering them, the words would produce, 
no doubt, just as much effect as if the starling 
himself should speak them. 

Mr. THOMAS expressed a reluctance to pro- 
long this desultory debate, and yet he must con- 
sent to do so, orto vote without having the reasons 
upon which his vote would be founded presented 
to the public. No one who had participated in 
the discussion had stated the considerations by 
which he was governed. 

The question before the House was complex. 
It hadadouble aspect. The resolution originally 
presented called for the publication of certain 
documents. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Garanp] had moved an amendment to this reso- 
lution, requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
communicate further information concerning the 
defauits of public officers. This amendment has 
been accepted by the mover of the original resolu- 
tion, and thus two questions, not necessarily con- 
nected, are blended in one proposition. A vote for 
or against this proposition could not be satisfacto- 
rily given. Many members, like himself, may be 
willing tocallupon the Secretary for further in- 
formation, and, névertheless, be hostile to the pas- 
sage of that part of this resolution authorizing the 
publication of twenty thousand copies of certain 

ublic documents. To relieve us from this em- 
| rrassment, the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
| Loomis] has proposed to strike out of this amend- 
| 
! 





an 


ed resolution all that part that relates to the pud- 
lication of the documents, and for this proposed 
amendment Mr. T. was prepared to vote. 

He was op to the publication designed to 
|| be made, and would give his reasons touching 
'| each document separately. This would be done 
regardless of denunciation or n from 

any quarter of the House. There is shrewd: 
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It was to him personnily a matier of profound in- 
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- finguial bold assertion and harsh invective from | slightest foundation for the charge. No member | difference whether one party or the other would 
- argumentand proof, Instead of an attempt to | has signified a wish to withhold information from | be condemned for their shameful depredations on 
ne show that the public interest required that this | the people. Five thousand copies of the first doc- | the public purse; it was of immense importance 
a. yblieation should be made, nearly the whole || ument in the series contained in this resolution | at the present moment that all the light should be 
ad time of one class of speakers had been consumed | were published at the last session. It has been | shed on the public mind that could be brought to 
or in what looked very much like an effort to deter || scrutinized and examined. It makes, all admit, | bear on the great subjects before the country. 
S, the friends of the Administration from voting || erroneous impressions, doing great injustice to | He was amazed at what he had heard. And was 
or for the amendment moved by the gentleman from || many worthy men. The names of individuals | it, indeed, true that the country was so fallen, 
be New York. The Republican party, and the | are upon it, as defaultera, who are known not to that if the Government were administered as it 
o friends of the independence of the national Treas- || be indebted to the United States. The Secretary, | ought to be, men could not be found to fill public 
on ury of the banks of the States, it is said, dare | in accordance with the resolution of Congress, | offices in whom the public could confide? He 
et not publish these documents; because they serve _ has sent to us extracts from the books of the De- | had hardly ever listened to anything with a more 
ly to illustrate the fallacy of the principles upon | partment, showing large amounts charged to pub- | awakened interest than to the very extraordinary 
ral which the proposed separation of the Govern- | lic officers who have, upon final sctilement of | correspondence which had been read in his ears. 
pes ment and the banks is vindicated, This declara- || their accounts, exhibited vouchers showing that | He would by all means have it spread before the 
ul tion has been made, and as often answered; and | every dollar in their hands has been properly ap- | world. It was the very thing he wanted to see, 
Te yet itis reiterated here. By whatkind of reason- plied. Such a document ought not to be repub- | He wanted to see whether,as soon as any laxity 
ms ing do gentlemen form and cherish this most | lished. No fair man ought to desire a recircula- | or remissness was manifested by a custodier of 
le extraordinary opinion? Who are the public de- | tion of these errors. In proof of his statement, | the public money, he was frowned apon by the 
Ry faulters, a list of whose names is furnished in doc- || Mr. T. referred to the name of Mr. McCulloch, | Government, or whether its organs bowed to a 
he ument No. 111? And when was the public money | late collector of the port of Baltimore, who stood | defaulter, and treated him with criminal lenity 
- with which they were intrusted embezzled? The |, charged with more than thirteen thousand dollars, because he was a powerful demagogue? Were 
ri documents show that these depredations upon the | although he had in his possession a receipt from | they ready to sacrifice the principies of the Con- 
= public treasure commenced immediately after the || the accounting officers in the Department, show- | stitution to the interests of party? The geatle- 
rd Government was organized, and have continued — ing that he owed nota dollar. Other similar in- | man from Mississippi had amused them all by 
re under every Administration which has been in | stances could be adduced. the manner in which he has exposed some of these 
he power. The public defaulters are not then con- Mr. WISE here modified his amendment by | transactions; it was impossible to listen to some 
a fined to any one class of politicians. And the fact | striking out the document No. lil altogether; he | things he had said, and resist the force of his 
Py that public money has been misapplied by those | wanted the two others to show that, withoutgoing | humor; but still it was a most grave and serious 
ve who had it in charge under the late and present | one inch beyond the date of the present Admin- | matter; and Mr. L. had left the House deeply and 
ns Administrations cannot, in itself, be fairly ad- istration, there had been not less than from fifty | painfully musing at the disclosures of official mal- 
rk duced in support of the charge that the executive to sixty cases of defalcation during the incum- | feasance which had been brought to light. And 
- branch of the Government is corrupt, or that it | bency of Mr. Taney and Mr. Woodbury. Mr. | what was his astonishment to hear, at this par- 
om has failed to exercise due diligence in the execu- | W. inquired whether the gentleman from Mary- | ticular moment, of all others, the principles of 
cas tion of the laws, The truth is, that the source of | land would now vote for the resolution? economy resorted to as @ reason against printing 
on this great public evil can be traced to unwise le- Mr. THOMAS said he could not. He objected | these matters,and sending them abroad into ever 
1" gislaion. ‘The laws intended to guard the pub- to the publication of twenty thousand copies of part of the country ! Never was there an ime 
ys lic money are defective. The legislative brauch | document No. 297 atany time. It wasvery volu- | iture which would better pay for itself in the good 
” of the Government is justly censurable for the | minous. Itcontained four hundred pages. Much | it would effect. This was a document, which 
ed loss of a large share of the money which has been | of the correspondence in it was valueless, worth- | above all others, ought to be sent abroad on all 
purloined. The national Treasury never has been less. The circulation generally of such a docu- | the winds, especially at this moment, when a new 
Ny properly organized, and unui Congress becomes ment could be of but little service. The public | system was proposed by the Executive for the 
rm sensible of this, and undertakes coolly and delib- | money would be more advantageously employed | custody of the public treasure, and the people 
- erately to amend the existing laws instead of deal- , in the printing for distribution of onesingle speech | were called to compare the two schemes between 
if ing daily in wholesale denunciations of those who | illustrating this correspondence,than in the pub- | which they were, by their Representatives, to 
| have to administer them, the public money can- lication of the documentitself. By printingitwe | choose. He hoped the printing would be or- 
: not be preserved from the plunderers by any vig- — would furnish a lucrative job to the public print- | dered. 
7 lance that a Secretary of the Treasury can exer- er, and do but little service to the public interest. Mr. WISE said he was desirous of saying a 
he cise. He was opposed, therefore, to printing twenty | few words in reply to the remarks of the gentle- 
‘4 Monstrous as this attempt was to throw upon | thousand copies at any time, and he would not | man from Maryland, [Mr. Tuomas.} That gen- 
ve the party in power the whole odium of these || vote for the printing ofany number of copicsnow. — tlemanassumed that my object in wishing for the 
ne defalcations, commencing with and extending |The document is imperfect. Before it is pub- .| printing of the Secretary’s correspondence (the 
through the entire existence of the Government, | lished, we should have from the Secretary of the | most important documents among those proposed 
ve must be considered by all fairand impartialmen, | Treasury further information, Mr. T. urged | to be printed) was merely to show that defalca- 
iid itis exceeded in enormity by the pretense that | similar objections to the publication of document | ons existed to a large amount. 
“ the friends of an independent Treasury have cause | No. 13, relating to Swartwout’s defalcation. He Mr. THOMAS interposed to explain. He had 
ae to fear a publication-of the documents illustrating | was in favor of referring that subject to a com- | not intended to take any such position; he then 
ng those frauds. Who, sir, are the public default- | mittee empowered to make asearching examina- | went into a recapitulation of the points he had 
ers? To what class of public officers do they be- || tion into that stupendous fraud, in all its ramifi- | made in his speech. 
“d long? Some of them have been employed to col- | cations, When that has been completed, the | Mr. WISE. I understand @e gentleman; I 
sh lect your revenues from lands, customs, and other |, House could publish full information on that most | understand him most perfeetly. A should not un- 
oa sources; and others have been appointed to pay | important matter, and no man, he hoped, would | derstand him any better aftes he had made five 
in outand expend the public money in pursuance _ be disposed to oppose the proceeding. thousand explanations of his speech than I did 
5 of appropriations made bylaw, Does any party In conclusion, Mr. T. denied that he and those | before he made it. | knew that that gentleman’s 
y in this country propose to dispense with the who acted with him desired to cover up or hide | party instincts would lead him to oppose the pub- 
- agency of either class of these pubiic functiona- | any of these defalcations. He was prepared to | lication of these documents. I say this without 
liy nes? Has any member upon this floor yet made | expose these plunderers of the public Treasury. | intending to impugn that gentleman’s motives or 
‘ip such a proposition? Let gentlemen come outand | But he would not be forced to vote for a resolu- | his integrity. Ispeak only of his party instincts. 
a declare that we must have no individual agents | tion involving a useless and extravagant expend- | Modify the motion as I may, | well know he will 
a responsible to the people of the United States to | iture of — money, from an apprehension that | never vote for it. If the gentleman had patiently 
“a receive or disburse the public money. Let them by withholding his sanction from such a measure, | sat here with me the other ~~ for six hours and 
c say that the cashiers of the State banks shall ex- he would subject himself to unworthy and un- | a half, until I had pretty fully eviscerated this 
cs ercise these functions of the Treasury Department. founded imputations. He had the moral courage document No. 297, containing the correspondence 
a Let them bring in a bill toauthorize thedirectors | to obey the dictates of his own judgment on this | of Mr. Woodbury with his land office receivers, 
“ of certain State banks to appoint individualagents or any other occasion; and he presumed that all | he would have found out that my object had not 
fot to collect and disburse the public moneys, instead | other members would do likewise. _ | been to show, as he says, what everybody knew 
ee of devolving that power upon the Chief Magis-| Mr. LEGARE rose to express his astonish- | before, viz: that great and numerous defalcations 
be trate of the American people, and they can then, | ment at what had fallen from the gentleman from | do exist, but to declare in the face of day that, if 
a with some propriety, claim to be the projectors of | Maryland. It was inconceivable to him that any | I had the least hope of either being sustained by 
- a system not to be injuriously affected by thedis- | gentleman should have serious objections to the | this House, or of getting an honest trial in the 
he osures contained in the documents they propose _ printing of an important public document. _ other branch, I would not wait twenty-four hours 
a to publish. Until that is done, in the names of | Mr. THOMAS said he had no objection to the _ till I filed articles of impeachment, and rely on no 
m- justice and common sense, let us hear no more | printing of document No. 297, (the correspond- | other proof than is contained in this docament. 
fr. florid declamation about the annihilating effect of | ence,) but was unwilling to vote for twenty thou- | And I will agree to forfeit forever my public sta- 
id. these defulcations upon the proposed separation || sand copies. Lad) dd £26 tion, to turn my back upon these halls, and never 
a of the Government and the banks. They cannot ] Mr. LEGARE said this somewhatdiminished | again dare to offer myself to the confidence of my 
oe retard the p of that great measure in public | his astonishment, though it did not wholly re- constituents, if on this document No, 297, and on 
nion; they must serve to quicken its march. | move it. For, without pretending tosay on whose this alone, I cannot convict the Secretary of the 
20 early all the money which has been lost wasem- head the charges made would ultimately fall, or | Treasury of willful and corrupt neglect and vio- 
ng while banks were used as depositories of || what would be the verdict of the public after see- lation of his official duty. And | ask, was there 
se the public funds, Notwithstanding, these who | ing those docuntents, he must, with all due re- | ever such an offer publicly made, such a challenge 
om Wish to return to that system charge that its oppo- | spect to the gentleman from Maryland, say that openly proposed, in Parliament or Congress, in 
yd- nentsare hostile to the publication of adocument — he had shown nogood reason against the printing. | respect to a Cabinet Minister, without his friend» 
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accepting it, and calling for charges? I say again, | 


give me twelve honest men of the Sccretary’s own | 
party, and let them be put upon their oaths to 

render a true verdict according to evidence, and I 

pledge myself to convict him on an indictment at 

common law. I will show not merely that defal- | 
cations have taken place, but that the Secretary | 
is himself the chief offender. I donot mince my | 
terms; I speak coolly, deliberately. I once more | 
repeat the averment, that the Secretary of the | 
Treasury is guilty of willful, gross, oad corrupt 
neglect and violation of his public duty; and [ say | 
that this document No. 297 will prove the fact | 
onder his own hand. Itis tofarnish these proofs | 
that I have called for the printing of these doca- 
ments. I do not cry, like the starling, without 








Though this Administration was conceived and | 
born in sin, and has grown up in manifold in- | 
iquities, I will give him a space like that required | 
for the growth of the morus multicaulis; Iwill not || 
touch his plant till its stem is firm and its fibers || 
well compacted, and its leaves full and flourishing. | 
And after that—since 1834—I will show him srxty 
cases of defalcation, fully known to this Secretar 
ofthe Treasury, where the defaulters were warned, 
watched, reproached, threatened, forgiven, and 
their defaults, while still existing and continued, 
in some cases actually sANCTIONED BY A RENOM- 
INATION TO OFFICE. 

Sir, the gentleman actually objects to printing | 
a report of the Secretary of the Treasury! What, 





'| sir, has it come to this? Have you a Secretary 


knowledge what my cry means. I have been || whose reports cannot be relied on—whose reports | 


treated by the gentleman from New Hampshire 
Mr. Arnenrroy] just as oe gt near me [Mr. 
RENTIss}] was treated by him to-day. He has) 


accused me of a vague, unmeaning charge of cor- || thing. 


ruption; but I will stand before any honest tri- | 
bunal, and I will ask that the Secretary may there 
be heard in his own defense. I cannot with safety 
do this here; it would not be safe; | should geta 
verdict according to party, not according to evi- 
dence. lam, therefore, driven to another tribu- 
nal—the tribanal of the American people. I ask 
— that the Secretary may be heard at their bar; 
and yet gentlemen are disposed to deny me this 


fair, open, honest opportunity of trying a public | 
delinquent. Ido not ask you to give my charges 
to the people; that I will do at my own expense; | 
I barely ask that Mr. Woodbury himselt may be 

heard, 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] 
says that he must have the strongest proof be- | 
fore he can believe the charge which I have pre- | 
ferred, 1 do notask him or any man to believe | 
it without the strongest reasons. I have pre- | 
ferred the charge openly—in the face of the De- 
partment. Iam ready to take the responsibility 
of making it before the gentleman’s own Senate. | 
He says he must have strong proof; no doubt, 
and | will give him proofs as strong as ar 4 ! 
Writ: but though one should rise from the dead, 
there are some men who. will not believe. I ask 
the gentleman from Maryland, seriously, respect- 
fully, candidly, how it is possible he could rise 
here in his place, and talk about requiring strong 
pee when there is proof before his eyes? He 

olds the document this moment in his hand. I 
ask him if he has read it? Has he carefully and 
patiently eviscerated its contents? | pause for 
his ery 
Mr. THOMAS said that he did not suppose so 
voluminous a document had been read throughout 
by any member of the House. He had looked 
into the document, and read parts of it, but he 
had not read the whole. 

Mr. WISE. IF have read the whole—every 
word and letter and figure, from page one to four 
hundred. 1 have read the whole of these two 
hundred and sixty letters to his receivers; and I 
doubt whether one in fifty of the gentleman’s 
own party would not, if examined now, be found 
totally ignorant of the facts which these letters 
disclose. Yes, sir; gentlemen rise and reproach | 
the Opposition with making charges like the star- 
ling, and they themselves are utterly ignorant 
of the true facts of their own case—the true con- | 
dition of things in the country around them; ig- 
norant of admitted facts—facts admitted by their | 
own Official associates! The gentleman objects | 
to printing the document. Why? Has he read | 
it? Has it been sent to the people? Has one in | 
a hundred of them ever looked into it?) To hear | 
the gentleman talk, one would think they had | 
gone through the document—masticated it, and | 
digested ail it contains; and yet they are as igno- | 
rant of it as their constituents, who never saw | 
the outside of the book, or ever heard of what is | 
inside. Stillthey cry ‘* useless! useless! extrav- 
agant!’’ 

The gentleman from Maryland says that there | 
have always been defalcations; that they ran | 
through all Administrations, from the foundation | 
of eee But that has 10 ve 
with the question. I propose to print only what | 
have happened between the peas 1834 and 1838. | 
Has that gentleman, I wonder, forgotten that this | 
Administration came into power in 1829? I rather | 
think not, Well, sir, I give him up all the inter- | 
val, from 1829 to 1834; yes, sir, five years’ grace. | 


| 


you dare not print lest you spread before the peo- 
ple a libel? 
Mr. THOMAS. I certainly said no such | 
Mr. WISE. Why, sir, the gentleman made | 
such objections to printing one of these reports | 
as actually induced me to sttike it out of my res- 
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large amount of public money in his hands, the; 
his Democratic friends advised hith not to leay. 
the ground till after the presidential election whic) 
brought Mr. Van Buren into power. But admi:. 
ting that they were Whigs, every one of them 

does that justify or excuse a Secretary of th, 
Treasury in continuing men in office who, as hp 
well knew, were diverting the public money to 
their own use—shaving with it—speculating on 
it—and in renominating them to office while stijj 
defaulters? in permitting one of his perambulat. 
ing agents to advise him to retain a thief in of. 
fice, because his hands were now full, and he 
would steal no more, whereas a new hand wou\d 
only follow his example? And is it to be an 
excuse for the thefis of one party, to say, * well, 
you stole too?’ I do not know one Whig in 
all this document of defaleations; if there were 
a hundred, is this an argument to be used here? 
Is this the salt that is to cure the corruptions of 
Administration men? The charge is, that the 
party picked out these men, appointed them to 
office, and held them in office, while they were 
picking and stealing, until their ** hands were 


olution. ‘I did so on his own argament, that the || full.” And what is the answer? ‘ You pick 
document contained false information. | and steal too.”” How many Whigs they may 
Mr. THOMAS. I said “ erroneous.”’ || have bought up by the hopes of such golden op- 
Mr. WISE. Well, you may be as gentle in | portunities, [ cannot say; perhaps many. But! 
your terms as the Secretary himself to his de- || put it to the honorand the integrity of the proud 
faulting subalterns; it does not alter the matter. || and honorable gentleman from Maryland, a man 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Camsre- || who would disdain to become a defaulter him- 
LENG] did say, that to print the documents would || self, to say whether this isa fit argument for him 
be to publish a multitude of libels on good and || to put forth in defense of such an officer as Mr. 
honest citizens. The reports of your Secretary, || Woodbury? Sir, it is the strongest of all dem- 
then, are to be suppressed for false and libelous | onstrations of the state of morals to which the 
matter. Did I ever make a worse charge against } party is reduced. For myself, I despise a Whig 
your Secretary? Was evera grosser charge made || thief as heartily as any other. 
against a man at the head of the most important ‘| Mr. THOMAS. Lam sure the honorable gen- 
Department of the Government than that his || tleman from Virginia does not intend willfully to 
friends are under the necessity of suppressing his |, misrepresent me; but he has now certainly put 
public official reports? Verily it is time we had |, me in a false position. [ said that men of all 
a change of men. What! a Secretary of the | political parties, and under every successive 
Treasury, whose duty it is to send to this House | Administration, had been found public de faulters, 
nothing but true and authentic information touch- | some of them under the Administration of the ven- 
ing things under his supervision and cognizance, | erable gentleman behind me, [Mr. Apams. } 
to send here a document which his own friends |; Mr. WISE. 1 understand the gentleman’s po- 
dare not send abroad, because it is false and li- | sition perfectly: itis, that defaulters have not be- 
belous! Sir, [ believe what the gentlemen say || longed to one party alone. Well, sir, and what 
of that document. Though the document No. | does that argument amount to? Analyze it, and 
111 shows gross neglect and great incorrectness || it comes to precisely whatI say. The charge on 
in the records of his Department, yet I do believe || his party and his Secretary is, that they knew of 
it does exhibit many men as public defaulters | these enormous defalcations, and connived at 
who are not defaultecs; nay, the very reverse. I || them; and the answer to that is, ‘‘ there always 
have therefore stricken document No. 111 out of || have been defaulters of all parties.”” Can a gen- 
my resolution. tleman pede te rely on such a defense? ‘The 
But, sir, no such objection applies todocument || true answer would be, *‘ your party and your 
No. 297, which contains this precious correspond- || Secretaries knew as well as we, and they con- 
ence. Gentlemen cannot, will not, dare not say 1 nived at defalcations just as we have done ?”’ Thar 
that Mr. Woodbury has libeled himself. They || would be an answer. But can it be said? isi 
dare not deny his signature. He did not forge || true? will the gentleman say it? I donot, in my 
his own name, I suppose. No, sir; no plea can || call, go back an inch beyond 1834, and I show 
be put in here of non est factum. || the defalcations were not only multiplied ane 
The gentleman from Maryland says that no || enormous, but that they were tolerated and con- 
party in particular is to blame for these defalea- || nived at. Now let the gentleman show us any 
tions, because defaications have happened under || other Secretary of the Treasury, from Washing- 
all parties. Willthe gentleman be so good as to ton’s days, who did the like. Let him produce 
tell us what party was to blame in the case of the || us a Secretary who ever before reported to Con- 
receiver, Linn? That man was guilty of malver- | gress that he knew of cases, by fifties and by hun- 
sation; the Secretary knew it, and threatened || dreds, where his subordinates were faithless and 
him, and then renominated him for anew appoint- corrupt, and yet that he retained them in office, 
ment. He was confirmed; and, again proving || and renominated them when their term expired, 
in default, was warned again and again and | and that they still went on to plunder, and were 
again, and, after all, continued in office till he || still retained, till the money was finally lost. Let 
finally fell into the slough of defaleation. Was | him show us that. Show me one such case, and 
no party to blame for this? Or is it the villain- || then he may talk of precedents for an offense 
ous Whigs who are to blame for thus rewarding i which no precedents can justify. 
a public depredator? The gentleman, however,|| [do show him such proof against his officer; 
says that some defaulters have been Whigs, and | and now when I ask that this proof, so plain, 80 
some Locofocos; they have been men of all par- | conclusive, so undeniable, that the plainest farmer 
ties. I answer, not under this Administration. i in the country can understand it who can read 
I ask the gentleman to point out one. It has || English, the gentleman very gravely talks about 
been said that Swartwout was a Conservative. | twenty tiousand copies being too many: oh, it 
Be that as it may, he was one of the very great- || will cost so much! Sir, would he stand ten thou- 
est of all General Jackson’s favorites; he was his || sand any better? or five thousand? Does he for- 
open, active, clamorous advocate, and did more || get how many readers there are? how many 
to effect his election to the Presidency than any || readers who vote? Why, sir, in New York there 
other man in the State of New York, if not in the || were polled, at the last élection, three hundred 











United States; and he was rewarded for it to his | and seventy 


heart’s content. Sir, the gentleman cannot show 
us a soitary Whig among all. the defaulting re- | 
ceivers at the western land offices [ wilt chow 
the gentleman, if he will print thig document, 
where one of the defaulters gives it openly to the 
Secretary, as his excuse for not paying over a 





thousand votes, and in Pennsylvania 
two hundred and fifty thousand. Sir, in these 
two States alone there are three hundred thousand 
blind men—men who as blindly and implicitly 
believe in this Administration as the gentleman 
from Ma d does, but the scales from whose 
eyes w fall before the bright and piercing 
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light of facts like these, as before the touch of the '| the previous question, but allow him to say a few sing that they were the true Republicans, and all 
Saviour. The book will be read by the gentle- || words in reply to the gentleman behind him, [Mr. || opposed to them “Aristocrats.’’ Yes, sir, there 
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man’sown constituents: has he any objection? I || Arnerron.]} 20 | are starlings of a caucus, too; of a midnight cau- 
wish to send this information into his own dis- || Mr. WISE consented, on condition that Mr. || cus, whose office it is to introduce resolutions 
trict; dare he not let it in ? or does he desire them | Sranty would himself make the motion.  =—_|| upon slavery, which may be interpreted one way 
to remain sO blind as not to see the lightof the | Mr. STANLY said he would vote for printing || at the South, and another way at the North; 


noonday sun? How many copies will these | these documents, for the reason that they will || which condemn abolition when it comes with one 
twenty thousand give to each State? Just seven || give light to the people of his district. Itis light | ‘ view,’’ butjustify it when it has not ‘* the views 
hundred and sixty-nine. Seven hundred and | only that the people of our country want; that || aforesaid;”’ resolutions which 


sixty-nine copies to a whole State! This illumin- || they may be induced to assist those who are now || “palter with us in a double sense ; 
ation, 1 should imagine, was partial enough to | struggling to wrest power from the hands of the || That keep the word of promise to the ear, 
suit his views. Sir, I would, if I had my will, || spoilsmen.”’ I took these documents home || And break it to the hope. 


eather the light of these documents into a focus so | with me, after the adjournment in July last, and || Resolutions which come in the spirit of Joab, when 
bright and so hot thatevery Dutchman in Mary- || read extracts from them to my constituents, and || he said to Amasa, “Art thou in health, my broth- 
jand and Pennsylvania might light his pipe with I they listened to them with surprise. Even those || er?’’ and stabbed him under the fifth rib; resolu- 
it, [A laugh.] But the gentleman cannot bear || who had heretofore supported this Administra- | tions which agree to lay petitions for the abolition 
even twilight ; the glimmerings of a dark lantern || tion, and that which immediately preceded it, re-;' of slavery on the table, but which yield the ques- 
are too much forhim. Twenty thousand copies || solved hereafter not to believe men who could so || tion of reception. I see you are uneasy, Mr. 
aretoo many! He cannot bear even light that || shamefully abuse their confidence. They had | Speaker. You may save yourself the trouble of 
strong! For myself, I would multiply it like the || heard charges of this sort before from Whig news- || calling me to order. I have said all I intend to 
rimers and the catechisms and the religious || papers, but were told they were false. Butnow | say upon abolition. 
tracts are multiplied by the societies, and L would || the evidence came from theSecretary ofthe Treas-|| But, sir, the starlings. There are, sir, other 
put a copy into the hands of every babe in poli- || ury himself; they could doubt no longer. ‘There |, starlings than those I have mentioned. | donot 
tics, from Maine to Georgia. Yes, sir, from || are six counties in my district, Mr. Speaker, and || intend to be offensive in my language to any gen- 
Maine. Give the truth fair play, and it will work || there is but one copy of Document No. 297 in the |, tleman; but only to repel the charge that those 
like leaven, till it leavens the whole lump. | district. I appeal to the generosity of the gen- || who cry out ** corruption”’ against this Admin- 
But, sir, the gentleman branched off from the || tleman from Maryland, and ask him not to refuse || istration are merely repeating words without 
printing of these documents into a discussion of |) to so large a portion of the people of this country || meaning, and making charges without sufficient 
the sub-Treasury system. [Mr. W. here illus- | the information which this document will give | evidence. Our Secretary of the Treasury may 
trated this digression by some remarks which || them. There are some in my district who still || have his starlings, too; and if he has, sir, I can 
seemed to amuse those members seated near him, | think General Jackson was sincere and correct | only say with Pope, ** What must be the priest, 
but which the reporter was not able to catch.] | when he told the country that he ‘*turned none || when the monkey is a god ?’’ 
The gentleman tells us that when we can dispense | but knaves out of office, and putnone but honest || As a quotation has been made from something 
with all officers to collect our revenue, then de- || men in.’? I want these men to see how these || that has been formerly said in the British Parlia- 
falcations will be a good argument against that || ‘* honest’’ receivers have taken care of the peo- || ment, I suppose it is lawful to quote what has 
scheme. Sir, we are not driven to any such ab- | ple’s money, and how much mistaken the old | been said on this floor as an offset. At the last 
surdity. We apply these facts of defalcation to | General was. session, Mr. Speaker, an eloquent gentleman from 
the trae and legitimate use; we say, that since we || Mr. Speaker, there was much said by the gen- | Pennsylvania (Mr. Biopue} said something about 
must have men to collect the revenue, it is highly |, ttemanfrom Maryland [Mr.Tuomas] whiclcailed | starlings. You remember it, no doubt, Mr. 
important that they be honest men; and that to || for reply, but which has been answered by the |) Speaker, for few here have heard that gentleman 
make them sub-Treasirers, and then indulge them || gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] who has | without wishing to remember what he said. I 
in default after default, and still keep them in || justtakenhisseat. Thatgentleman[{Mr.Tuomas] | intend only to apply his remarks to that race of 
office, is not a likely way to make them honest. | has said, sir, that there were detaulters ‘* of all | politicians who are crying out ‘* Abolitionist’’ 
And further, we say, that if such are the fruits || political parties.’’? It may be thatthere are Whig || against all who differ from them politically. He 
even under the pet bank system, they will be still | defaulters; but how they came into office under told us, sir, that the starling was a “ gentle and 
worse under a sub-Treasury. And we point to | this Administration is matter of astonishment to | interesting bird. Rather are we reminded of a 
these as the natural consequences of such a sys-| me; for I have been repeatedly solicited, since I | filthy parrot, hung out in front of a sailor board- 
tem, and as the strongest argument against its || have been a member of this House, to sign rec- | ing house, taught by its master to utter exclama- 
being perpetuated. Can the gentleman see no ommendations for applicants for office, (and rec- || tionsateach passer-by, and never joyous or happy 
connection? And yet further, we say, that, adopt ommendations, too, written by some who hold | unless when engaged in screaming out rogue or 
what system you please, unless you place hon- | seats in a body said to be higher and more digni- || strumpet.’? So 1 am reminded of this parrot 
ester men than honest Levi at the head of your | fied than this,) and the reason assigned, above |) whenever | hear this cry of ** Abolitionist ! Abo- 
Treasury, the system must totter and fall. There | all others, in favor of the applicant, has been that | litionist! Aristocrat! Aristocrat !’’ against all who 
is the application we make of these facts,and he is ‘‘a genuine Democrat.’’ ‘* Defaulting || think for themselves, and dare to differ with this 
there is the argument for printing not only twenty || Whigs,’’ therefore, must have obtained office be- || Administration. 
thousand copies of this document, but a far || fore this form of recommendation became fash- || We are told, sir, that there has been no corrup- 
greater number. Sir, the people wiil understand | ionable, and are probably defaulters in some office || tion in this Administration. I am ata loss to 
the argument, though the gentleman from Mary- | worth about ten dollars a year—the emoluments || conceive what gentlemen call corruption. | ask 
land cannot. We do not want this publication being so small none of the ‘* genuine’’ wanted it. | those who say there has been no corruption, if 
merely to show the country that one sheep has|| The gentleman from Maryland says speeches | they heard the speech of the gentleman from 
gone astray. No, sir, it is not in politics as in |, will answer as well as this document. Now, Mr. || Virginia [Mr. Wise) the other day? The gen- 
religion: there we are told the good shepherd | Speaker, ifany Whig member of Congress should || tleman’s presence restrains me from speaking of 
leaves the ninety and nine sheep who have not | make a speech, embodying the facts set forth in || that speech in the language of commendation 
gone astray, and goes after the poor stray sheep; || these documents, and one of these speeches, per- || which it merits. 1 ask the Representatives from 
but here & is just the reverse. | want to stick by | chance, should find its way into that gentleman’s | New Hampshire if any of them heard that speech, 
the ninety and nine, holding the straying of one | district, what would the Administration papers || when the House was considering the motion of 
as an indication that if we do not look out, the || say of it? Would not the Globe, and the thou- || the gentleman from New York, to appoint a com- 
rest will follow. I would hold them together till | sand bought-up presses of the country, say, in || mittee to examine Mr. Swartwout’s defalcation : 
| have removed the scab from the whole of them. | their usual language, that it was alla ‘* Whig | (By the way, Mr. Speaker, | suspect we have 
Yes, sir, 1 would wash them thoroughly—not || lie??? Why, sir, no Locofoco would read it, || heard the last of that for this session. Ido not 
white-wash them, Mr. Speaker, [laughter])—and | But a public document comes to them in a dif- || believe the party intend to have any examination 
yet [have my fears that washing would kill some | ferent form—from the Administration party,from | of that matter.) I ask those who say there was 
of them, (loud laughter.] Sir, it would be as, an executive officer—the people cannot but hear | no corruption, if they heard the remarks of either 
much dreaded by them as by a dog with the hy- |. it; and ‘‘ out of their own mouths’’ will they be | the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr, Wise,} or the 


drophobia. ongeeers} Sir, 1 would spreadthe | condemned. '| painful speech of the gentleman from Mississip- 
alarm, and sptead itin time. WhenI seeadog || Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New Hamp- | pi, [Mr. Prenriss.} 
ranning swiftly along, with hishead covered with || shire [Mr. Arnerton] said, in reply to the re-_ Few of the party would listen to speeches of 


foam, and his eyes looking green and glassy, 1, marks of the gentleman from Mississispi, that | this character, sir, 1 know—speeches not merely 
am forcrying “ mad dog!’’ that everybody may there was no need of buying a starling to teach | abounding in biting sarcasm and galling invective, 
be on their guard, If we have lepers inthe com- | him to ery “‘ corruption! corruption !’’ in theears | but well supported by facts, undenied, undenia- 
munity, I will ery out, as othersapproach, ‘‘ un- || of the people of this country; and the gentleman | ble facts, from public documents. There were a 
clean! unclean!’” I have been raising that cry || from New Hampshire seemed to intimate that, few who listened to the speech of the gentleman 
for years; you would not believe me; but now you | those who thus cry out “‘ corruption!”’ were but || from Virginia; for, after candlelight, 1 thought L 
all see the truth, for the leprosy has broken out | starlings, taught to use words without meaning. saw some behind your chair, sir, in the dark, 
intoa running sore. I admit that each defaulter || Mr. Speaker, this may be so; but, sir, there are | gnashing their teeth. : 
is answerable for his own offense, but I hold Mr. | various kinds of political starlings. Those who  __1 ask the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
Woodbury answerable for them all; he knew of | thus cry out “corruption, corruption, corrup-| [Mr. Artznron,] who won for himeelf last ses- 
their crimes, and kept them still in office. Give | tion,” are starlings for the great body of the | sion the name of ‘Advocate General’’ of the Sec- 
me this document, that I may show that to the || American people; these corruption-crying star- retary of the Treasury, what he has to say to all 
nauvion, lings were taught by respectable constituents to these charges? Once, I remember, a gentleman 
But, lest this debate continue forever, I will || singthisnote. They are starlings, sir,fora noble | from South Carolina, (Mr. Prckens,] who is now 
how attempt to bring it to a close by moving || lion. Butysir, there is another class whose office | considered as an ally of the Administration, said 
Lats is not quite so respectable. These are starlings | on this flocr, the Secretary of the.Treasury ought 
Mr. STANLY asked Mr. Wise not to move |! of a party whose constant occupation has been to ' to have aschoolmaster to teach him grammar and 
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arithmetic, and his countryman (Mr. Arnerron} | have them, and as they are liable to temptation, 


raised himseif in my estimation by his gallant || we ought to trust them as little as possible. But 


and patriotic defense. 
ported charge is brought, the simple answer is, 
** there is no corruption.” 


1 want to call the attention of the House to an- || 
When the gentleman from Virginia | 


other fact. 


Now, when a well-sup- || 


had finished, a Representative from New Hamp- || 


shire rose in haste, and, 1 thought, to make some 


defense for the Secretary of the Treasury, when, |, 


} 


what is the gentleman’s inference? It is that, as 


trusting them with all the revenue. The gentle- 
man seems to reverse the scriptural principle of | 
recompense: ** because thou hast been faithful in 
a few things, I will make thee lord over many 


| things;’’ but his principle seems to be, ** because 


lo and behold! he actually asked leave to offer a | 
resolution that the Speaker appoint a Committee |, 


on Enrolled Bills! 


hope yet to hear that gen- || 


tleman [Mr. Cusuman] defend the Secretary with || 
his accustomed ability. I hope, for the sake of || 
the country, to hear some explanation of Harris’s || 
case, of Linn’s case, and of Boyd’s case. | hope || 


to hear some excuse to justify the Secretary in || 
ij 


allowing Swartwout to be adefaulter for six or 
seven years, and keeping it concealed, or some 


'| millions b 


excuse for not discovering the defalcation. But, | 


sir, when I return home, | will take this document 
in my hand, and will tell the honest men whom I 
represent that the defenders of this Administra- 
tion say that there was no corruption in this Sec- 
retary’s allowing, knowingly, partisan office- 
holders thus to use the public funds. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said it had 


been insinuated, if not directly charged, by the | 


gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Atuer- 
ToN,| that documents which had been ordered to 


thou hast been faithless in a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many.’’ Wehave had two 
classes of agents—banks and individuals. The 
first have been faithful beyond anticipation; the 
latter faithless to a general and alarming extent. 
We have lost by banks as depositories less than 
a million, from the foundation of the Government; 
whilst we have lost by one single sub-Treasurer 
a million and a quarter. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. We have lost forty 
banks. 


Mr. THOMPSON. No, sir; I know better. I 


_ know that such a statement has been in public 
| documents, and one emanating from that gentle- 


man; but it is a fraud to say so—a fraud in argu- 


‘ment, I mean. I will give the gentleman the pre- 
| cise amount lost by the banks as depositories— 
| $759,000. In the reports alluded to, this sum is 
swelled by charging upon the banks the loss from | 


| the use of their depreciated paper. Let us exam- 


|| ine this shallow deception. It was during the war 


be printed at this session were not comeatable. |, 


In reply, he made an explanation, showing that 
the delay in furnishing the extra copies of the 


| of fifty millions. 


documents accompanying the President’s message || 


was occasioned by the want of one of the maps 
which was to accompany these documents, and 
which was not yet completed by the engraver. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said that one of the remarks 
of the gentleman from Maryland sounded some- 
what strangely in his ear. It was this: that the 
present Administration was not responsible, be- 
cause the cas»s contained in the report occurred 
during the past Administration. 

Mr. THOMAS said that any attempt to hold 
this Administration responsible for the defalca- 
tions stated in document No, 111 must be futile, 
since defalcations had happened under all Admin- 
istrations. 


sition now taken by the gentleman? Why, that, 
because defalcations have taken place under all 
Administrations, and in the nature of things will 
take place, therefore the Administration is not to 


that this depreciated paper was used: what else 
could be done? There was not ten millions of | 
specie in the country, and annual appropriations | 
Specie was clearly out of the 
question. Treasury notes were the only alterna- 
tive; and they were tried; and the result was, that | 
they were at a discount much below bank notes, | 


' and this, in the limited amounts issued, from the | 
| fact that bank notes were used; butif bank notes 
| had been rejected, and Treasury notes issued, | 


j 
| 


_ Continental money. As it was, they were greatly | 


they would have fallen to the worthlessness of | 


| below paper money. Yes,sir, we have lost nearly | 


twice as much by one sub-Treasurer as we have | 
lost in all from banks from the foundation of the | 


| Government. What does this comparison show? | 
| It shows, as clear as the light, the superior safety | 


of banks. No man here will dare rise in his place, | 


_and attempt to prove that indebtedness from cor- | 
Mr. THOMPSON. Well, sir, what is the po- | 


porations is not a more safe condition than indebt- | 


| edness from individuals. We have tried both; we | 


_ have found the one class dishonest; tempted even 
| by small sums to defraud the public, and led on 


be held responsible for continuing in office and || 


reappointing known defaulters; men who, with- 
out excuse or palliation, had embezzled the pub- 
lie money. Defalcations may have taken piace 


under all Administrations; but were the delin- | 


quents reappointed to office after a knowledge of 
their frauds? ‘That is the gravamen of the charge. 


It is in this that we say that peculation was not | 
only tolerated but encouraged. In one of the cases | 


the embezzlement was not denied, but was admit- 
ted, and a bond given for the amount, and the offi- 
cer reappointed. Itshows, sir, as was said by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, that their morality 
is the Spartan, by which the offense does not con- 
sist in dele the act, but in doing it so bunglingly 
as to be discovered; that virtue which Shakspeare 
ascribes to the Venetian ladies—not to leave un- 
done, but to keep unknown. It is saying, in no 
unequivocal language, embezzle, use, and spec- 
ulate on the public money as much as you choose, 
provided you keep it concealed. But it is said 
that these things took place under the late Ad- 
ministration; that it is not the fox that has broken 
into the roost, but the lion. Ay, yes, sir, we are 
now beyond the reach of that lion’s paw. 

But, sir, all these robberies of the Treasury 
sink into utter insignificance in comparison with 


| 


the stupendous proposal to legalize such a sys- | 


tem, and make it perpetual. This, we are told, is 
to be a constitutional Treasury. Yes, sir, every- 


thing is baptized ‘* constitutional” in these days. || 


I think I saw the other day, in some paper pub- 


lished ** down east,” an advertisement Of * con- | 
stitutional pens,”’ and with just as much reason. | 


What is the gentleman’s argument for this inde- 


not well avoid having agents to receive the public 
money, faithless as they now have been proven 


| 


to be; and what would common sense draw asan | 


uiference from that? Why merely that, if we must 


pee a respect. 


| 


to peculate at last to the amount of millions. And | 
what is the remedy? Why, sir, to make them 
the depositories of our entire revenue. That is | 
the logic. Were these logicians acting in their | 
own private affairs, | am apt to think they would | 
draw sounder conclusions. 

Take this case of Swartwout. In carrying the | 
— funds from the custom house to the bank, 

e embezzled more than a miilion: the panacea is, 
to give him millions on millions to keep perma- | 





-nently. Small sums are not safe whilst merely in | 


tranvitu from the custom-house to the bank; but | 
we are urged to trust millionstothem permanently; 
and why? Because of the additional cobweb se- 
curities of this bill. It is,in my judgment, a most | 
unsafe mode of keeping the public money, and 
fearfully demoralizing in itstendency. Ifadopted, 
as expunging is the order of the day, it would be 
well to expunge from the Lord’s prayer that ad- | 
mirable passage, ‘* Lead us not into temptation.’’ | 
Mr. T. said he took no pleasure in thus early 





But the gentleman from Maryland had introduced 
it, and he could not permit his remarks to pass | 
unanswered, Mr. t. was aware of the many | 
considerations that demanded that he should meas- | 
ure his language upon this subject. The State | 
which he in part represented held different opin- | 
ions from himself, and he did not hesitate now 
to say. when improper motives can scarcely be 
attributed to him, and there is no community — 
earth for whose enlightened patriotism he had so 
This is no new opinion; it 
ad — with his growth, and strengihenes | 
with his strength; it was more than an opinion; it | 





| was a sentiment, a passion; and he would add, in 
pendent Treasury? Why, sir, it is that we can- | 


all sincerity, that never was the State (he es | 
ya 


_ of the State, not of individuais) actuated 


more sincere conviction, or a more interested pa- 
triotiem, inany of those periods which have here- 
tofore so gloriously marked her high career. If he 


'| proposed to be printed ?”’ 


|| panying documents? 
being forced into a discussion of this question. || 





| had any doubts on the question, he would lone 
| since have surrendered his opinions to those of 
the State. But believing, and, indeed, knowing, 


| they cannot be trusted with small sums, he is for as he did, he never could support, and never 


should cease to oppose, with all his poor powers 
so disastrous a measure. He greatly doubted 
whether the people of this country ever would 
ractially elect another President; whether we 
les not taken the step fatal to all other Repub- 
lics, of the President nominating his successor. 
Adopt this system, and he saw little hope of re. 
sistance to any future Administration. 
Mr. JOHNSON,-of Maryland, made further 
explanations in relation to the delays in the de- 
livery of certain documents ordered to be printed 
in consequence of a map not being completed. 
He then went on to admit that the revenue 
must be collected by agents, and that these agents 
would always be more or less liable to corruption, 
He maintained, however, that the sub-Treasur 
scheme would be no remedy for the evil. Yet he 
thought a remedy was practicable; and if no other 
member did, he now gave notice that, when the 
sub-Treasury bill came up, he should move an 
amendment providing for the adoption of the plan 
now in use in Virginia in regard to the collection 
of the revenue. The collectors never touched a 
dollar of the money collected; the merchant de- 
posited the amount of his duties in bank, and 
gave a bank certificate to the collector; the money 
was drawn out, not by the collector, but by the 
Treasurer of the United States. This plan would 
go far to obviate the difficulty, and render such 
cases as that of Swartwout impossible. Mr, J, 
was opposed to the whole plan of securities, and 
this mode of collection would render them unne- 
cessary. It would concentrate responsibility, and 
| fix the public eye on a single man. He com-. 
plimented the eloquence of his colleague, [Mr. 
‘Tuomas;] agreed with him that corruption ever 
had and ever would exist under all Governments; 
but objected to the sub-Treasury scheme as going 
to radiate and disseminate that corruption in all 
directions through the country. If the receiver 
could be placed in some safe where he could be 
locked up, then Mr. J. would trust him with the 

ersonal custody of a million and a half of dol- 
a as in Swartwout’s case; but not otherwise. 

Mr. THOMAS rose to say a few words to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,} and make 
a brief reply to one part of the remarks of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Tuomp- 
SON. 

The gentleman from Virginia had taken an 
extraordinary advantage of an admission made in 
| a private conversation. He had said to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia that he (Mr. T.) had not 
read the whole of document No. 297. Possessed 
of this fact, in this way, the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia had put the question, in the course of his 
speech, ** has the gentleman read the document 
He knew what answer 
would be given, for he had previously been pri- 

vately told that the whole of the document had 
not been perused. This circumstance tht gentle- 
man has commented on for effect, and charges 
me with ignorance of material facts. Such a pro- 
ceeding cannot but be considered as very unfair. 
When the gentleman reflects, he will feel that he 
has dorfe himself and me gross injustice. I can, 
| without difficulty, lay a foundation for returning 
| this language to thegentleman. Has he read the 
| report of the Secretary of War, with its accom- 
Has he read a report from 
the same source, recommending a system of de- 














1 fense for the northern frontier, with its tabular 


| statements, throughout? Has the gentleman read 
| one fourth of the voluminous document | hold in 
my hand? We know he has not. Then he !s 
| ignorant of all these important papers, and has 
voted, notwithstandjng his ignorance, for or 
| against this publication. In so doing, he has acted 
as ninety-nine hundredths of the House have done. 
It is not to be presumed that any one of us reads 
all the documents published to enable us to vote 
for or against their publication. Before we act 
finally upon the subjects to which they relate, we 
read all or such parts of them as are required, to 
be prepared to vote understandingly. This 1s 
what I have done, and shail do in the present 


case. And I repeat, the gentleman has acted very 
unfairly in attempting to produce an impression 
anywhere that the statement made by me to him 
‘in the first instance, in a private conversation, 
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Eaten 
was worthy of being brought outin the debate to 


| 
be commented on, 
But, as the gentleman seems to challenge a 
comparison of the degree of information which | 
we respectively possess, I will run the parallel a | 
. 1 f 





jittle further. 1 have shown that he is as ignorant | 
ag | am (borrowing his phraseology) of facts. I | 
now propose to convict him of an ignorance of a) 
more important character. Unless he has better | 
reasons to assign for his declaration that the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury ought to be impeached | 


than any urged here wey he is ignorant of the | 
principles of morals and Jaw by which the con- 


duct of that officer should be tried. The proof |) 


he has adduced is to be found in document No. 


097, It furnishes in many, if not in all cases, par- | 


tial testimony only, We learn from it that certain 


public officers stand charged in the books of the || 


Treasury Department with large sums of money, 
placed in their hands for disbursement; and, also, 
that the Secretary and other officers of that De- 


partment have made repeated calls in vain upon || 


these disbursing officers for a final settlement | 
of their accounts. But this document does not 
give us the letters of those officers in reply. We 
know not what apologies they have offered for de- 
lay. The 
the United States to set off. They may need 
vouchers for expenditures yet to be procured. 
With this state of facts, the gentleman under- | 
takes to charge the Sec etary, not only with neg- 
ligence, but with willful misconduct; with mal- 
feasance of a grade justifying impeachment, be- | 
cause he has failed to dismiss all those officers. | 
Surely this proceeding is in violation of all law 
and of sound morals. 
public employment could have escaped impeach- 
ment, if the gentleman has to-day made out a 
case justifying such a proceeding. In support of 
this, cases innumerable could be produced. I 
will content myself with one known tothe whole | 
country. For many years, the late James Mon- 
roe, Whose personal integrity was never im- 
eached, stood charged upon the books of the 

‘reasury with about eighty thousand dollars. 
According to the record, he could have been ar- | 
raigned as a defaulter. 

Mr. WISE. Mr. Monroe hever was a, de- 
faulter, 

Mr. THOMAS replied, I know that, and am 
about to refer to facts in proof of it. But while 
his accounts were unsettled, and a balance of 
public money was in his hands unaccounted for, 
he could have been styled a defaulter with as 
much propriety as that epithet can be applied to 
many who are now arraigned. Mr. Monroe, in 
ihe course of time, settled his accounts, when he 


satisfied the accounting officer that the United | 


States were in fact indebted to him. Was Mr. 


Monroe, on account of this transaction, excluded | 
from office? Did he not, on the contrary, subse- | 


quently rise from grade to grade of public appoint- 


ment, until he reached the presidential chair? | 


And were the men who promoted him guilty of 
high crimes and misdemeanors? Let it not be 
supposed that | am justifying the proceeding of 


the Secretary of the Treasury, or passing judg- | 


ment upon those men who are said to be public 
defaulters. 1 am doing no such thing. 


from Virginia is ignorant of the principles upon 
which an impeachment should be based, unless he 
has other evidences of guilt besides those exhib- 
ited to-day. But is it not time to be done with 
declamation and invective (for which the gentle- 
man has much talent) upon this subject ? 

If the Secretary be guilty, let the gentleman 


bring forward a specific, tangible charge. Let 


him submit a resolution declaring that therein, 


and then the Secretary of the Treasury did an act | 
calling for his impeachment, and therefore I ar- | 


raign 
the bar of public opinion. Let this be done, and 
I pledge myself solemnly to do justice in the 
matter. I know that [ have party attachments. 
They are strong. I cannot but feel a partiality 
for men with i I have fought many a hard 
battle in what we esteemed a good cause. But I 
know that I can divest myself of all prejudice, 
and give an impartial vote, when the issue is made 
up in due form between the Secretary and his 
accusers. 

Before I close my remarks I desire to say a 
very few words in reply to the gentleman from 


may have unadjusted claims against | 


No man who has been in || 


I have 
undertaken simply to show that the gentleman | 


im before the bar of this House and before | 
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South Carolina, [Mr. Trompson.] He much 
mistakes in supposing that I intended to palliate 
the defalcations of the friends of the Administra- 
tion by showing that their opponents were no 
better. 
| In repelling the assertion that the friends of 
| this Administration dreaded the publication of a 
| list of the names of+these defaulters, I referred 
| to the known fact that there are on the list men 
of both political parties now existing, and of all 
parties which have ever existed in this country. 
These men were not put in office by General 
| Jackson and his successor alone. Some of them 
have been appointed by each of the other Presi- 
| dents of the United States. This circumstance 
was adduced to show that no particular party has 
| cause to dread the publication and republication 
of these documents. Let them be published; and 
let us, instead of criminating and recriminating 
for mere party purposes, profit by the past, and, 
looking to the great and vital interests involved, 
guard, if we can, against a recurrence of similar 
evils hereafter. But let not the friends of econ- 
omy now, or any time hereafter, be driven or 
| dragooned into a lavish and extravagant expend- 
| Iture of money by printing an unreasonable num- 
ber of copies of any document whatever. Gen- 
' tlemen tell us there are three hundred and seventy 
| thousand voters in New York, and nearly an 
equal number in Pennsylvania. Well, what then? 
Are we to publish one copy of these documents 
for every voter in the United States? No man 
| has proposed a measure of that monstrous char- 
acter.. Then, if that is not to be done, some 
medium between no publication at all and the 
| printing of millions of copies of large documents 
' must be adopted, and that medium seems to be 
| to printa sufficient number to furnish with a cop 
' each editor of a periodical or newspaper, each 
legislator, and each public library in the Union, 
and leave a few copies to each member of this 
House for general distribution. When that has 
| been done, we should touch the public money no 
| further. If a more general diffusion of informa- 
tion than is to be had here is desirable, each 
member can, out of his own private funds, get 
the means; and in expenditures of that character 
my constituents have not had, and will never 
have, cause to charge me with parsimony. 
Mr. MERCER had heard with great regret the 
/ name of Mr. Monroe introduced in this debate as 
having been a defaulter to the Government. It 
might, perhaps, havearisenfrom the circumstance 
that he had mentioned, at his seat, that, as far 
back as the administration of Mr. Madison, it 
had been the practice to publish the names of de- 
| faulters, and that Mr. Monroe’s name had been 
| so published. He might have added the name 
| of Timothy Pickering also, which was published 
under a similar charge. The publication of Mr. 
Monroe happened ina singular manner. A box 
' of public account books had been wheeled, on 
its way to another place, into the office of Benja- 
| min Franklin Bache,.of Philadelphia, editor of 
| the Aurora, who had copied the debit side alone of 
Mr. Monroe’s account with the Government, in 


| 
| 


$80,000, and published it in that paper. Mr. 
Monroe was then sick in Albemarle county, Vir- 
ginia; yet he arose from his bed and mounted 
| his horse, drew out his account and immediately 
| had it settled. This was a different matter from 
' the final settlement of his account after leaving 
' the Presidency. 
ury to charge a public officer with all the sums 
paid him on account of his salary, and not to 
credit him by his services; hence he stood on the 
books as a debtor, when he did not owe a far- 
thing. This might occasion some of the state- 


such amazement. Mr. M. said he had no idea 
that these cases had the slightest analogy to those 
of these land receivers; and he would undertake 
to say that a more scandalous correspondence he 
had never listened to in his life than that which 


| 


| had taken o between these men and the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury; and he was prepared to 
|| sustain an impeachment of that officer whenever 
|| it should be moved in the House. 
|| Me. BOON said the epithet of * corruption”’ 
had been so long and so often charges upon the 
late and present Administrations of the General 
Government, both in and out of this Hall, that it 
| had now become an old song, stripped of all the 


| ter or section of this Confederacy? 
| B.) have been listening to hear some reference 
| made by those who originated those charges to 
| the recent generalelections which have taken place 
| in some twelve States of this Union since the ad- 


which it appeared he was debtor to the amount of | 


Ti was the custom of the Treas- | 


ments in Document No. 111, which had created | 
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influence upon the: public mind, for which so 
mary unfounded charges had been made, and ten 
thousand times reiterated, without ever one of 
them having been sustaineds by even the shadow 
of proof. Mr. B. said this system of charging 
upon the Administration corruption by wholesale 
had been persevered in for years past, in every 
ee manner, and what, he would ask, had 
een the response from the people in every quar- 
I (said Mr. 


journment of the last panic-making session of 
Congress, to show that those charges are believed, 
/and that the Administration is condemned by the 
people. But, Mr. Speaker, I have not heard the 
first allusion made by the Opposition to the late 
popular elections which have taken place in those 
States, and where the measures of the Adminis- 
tration were made test questions in the election of 
Representatives to the next Congress? Sir, these 
vague charges of corruption, made against the 
| Administration, have been passed upon by the 
| people of twelve States since the last adjournment 
of Congress, and they have said, by their late 
election for Congressmen and other officers, that 
they do not believe one word of ail that has been 
said and published against the Administration and 
its leading measures, A gentleman near me, from 
| Kentucky, (Mr. Wituiams,] mentions the State 
| of New York as not having given a favorable 
| response at her late elections to the measures of 
the Administration. Be itso. Yet eleven other 
States, in which general elections have been held 
since the panic-making session of Congress, have 
given unequivocal demonstrations of their entire 
confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the 
Administration, and of their approval of its gen- 
eral policy, including the independent ‘Treasury 
measure, 
With a full knowledge of these unerring facts, 
the eloquent and talented member from Missis- 
sipppi (Mr. Prentiss] declared in his place, but 
a few moments since, that he will continue to ring 
in the ears of the Administration party the er 
of * corruption !’’ * corruption !’’ ** corruption!” 
| so long as he isa member of this House; and 

after his public services shall have closed here, he 
| will still ery *‘corruption!’’ This cry of corrup- 
' tion has been loud and long proclaimed in this 
| Hall of the people’s Representatives, and he had 
, supposed that no gentleman could be elected toa 
| seaton that floor whose word would not be taken 
as truth by his constituents; yet it would seem 
that some gentlemen wished their word to be in- 
dorsed by the publication of a document from a 
Government officer! 

Mr. B. said he would vote against the printing 
of an extra number of these documents, which 
had been once printed by order of the House, 
simply because the only possible good that could 
or would be obtained by the printing of an extra 
number of them would be a useless and extrava- 
gant expenditure of the public money, which 
could in nowise benefit any pat save the Pubd- 
lic Printer. To him it would be a fat job, and 
then it would be charged by the Opposition as 
| another item of wasteful and extravagant oe 

priation of the public money on the part of the 
Administration. In reference to the oft-repeated 
charge of corruption on the part of the Adminis- 
tration, why, lask, donot gentlemen thus vaguely 
| charging, bring forward specific charges with a 


| view to have those who may be found guilty pun- 


ished and removed from office by impeachment 
| or otherwise? Until this shall be done, the cry 
| of corruption here or elsewhere will fall dead upon 
| the public ear! As to the “picking and stealing”’ 
| from the public Treasury, charged by the gentle- 
| man from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,} Mr. B. said he 
| somewhat suspected, from recent developments, 
| that before all was over, it would beeoms matter 
|| of dispute whether the Whigs or Conservatives had 
| ‘picked’? or stolen most from the public Treas- 
|ury. They seem to be the great whales in this 
| business of * picking and stealing’’ from the 


| Treasury, as has been charged by the gentleman 


| from Virginia, {Mr.Wise.) That there has been 
| public defaulters under the present and former Ad- 
|| Ministrations, Bere oe to oe and the like 
|| may be ex so as there shall be pablic 

money collected and dicbureed, whether through 
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But if we are to judge of the future by recent | 
passed indications of public sentiment in refer- | 
ence to the numerous vague charges of **corrup- 

tion’’ in the Administration, made on this floor | 


during the last two or ——— there is reason || 
air will pass off as it || 


to beheve that the whole a 
did with the shepherd boy, of whom we have | 


read in Dillworth’s fables, who is represented to || 


when there was no wolf, until every one who 
heard the cry of wolf, settled down in the belief 
that there was no wolf. 

Mr. BOND obtained the floor, and moved an 
adjournment; whereupon 

Phe House adjourned. 


1 
have been in the habit of erying wolf, wolf, Wolf, 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarvurpay, December 29, 1838. 


Mr. BOND asked the House to proceed with 
the consideration of the unfinished business at the | 
adjournment on yesterday, (the resolution to print 
certain documents.) 

Objection being made, Mr. B. moved a suspen- | 
sion of the rules, on which motion, 

Mr. HARLAN demanded the yeas and nays; | 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 79, nays 65. 

So the rules were not suspended, not being two 
thirds. 

Mr. CHAMBERS made an earnest appeal to | 
the House to proceed with the Private Calendar, 
first disposing of the Senate bills on the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, hoped his col- 
league would except the bill to postpone the pay- 
ment of the fourth installment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sugyvested that when that 
bill came up it could be postponed to a day cer- | 
tain. 

Mr. Cuamsers’s resolution was agreed to with- 
out a dissenting voice; and the bills from the | 
Senate were taken up, read twice, and referred to | 
their appropriate standing committees. 

The bill to postpone the payment of the fourth 
installment was, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, postponed to and made the special order 
of the day for Tuesday week. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 7th July, in respect*to the 
donations of the public lands and the quantity 
surveyed, the plans for dividing itin its proceeds, 
the improvements most eligible in its present sys- 
4 tem of sale, with other matters of a character 
* a3 somewhat similar. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that these 
documents be laid on the table, and five thousand 
extra copies printed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON remarked that this was a 
very important subject, and he hoped the gentle- 
is man would move that this report and his own 
| ee resolution, together with, if he thought proper, 
om the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia, 
{Mr. Haynes,]} be referred to a committee com- 

sed of one member from each State. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 








i tan.. - opene 


logistic remarks upon the character of the report 
and the importance of the statistical details ap- 
jah 2 vended thereto, made the motion suggested by 
ou r. Ropertson. 

: Mr. CASEY remarked that he believed this re- 


2 generally, and as such subjects had always here- 

as tofore been referred to the Committee on Public 

Lands, he now made the motion for that refer- 

43 ence. ‘To the printing he had no objection. 

- ie ae Mr. MENEFEE opposed this motion on the 

4 ground that it was a subject that belonged to the 
States exclusively in their separate interests. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, said that he 

was opposed to sending the report and accom- 

peny ing documents to the Committee on Public 

nds. The subject-matter did not legitimately 

* belong to that committee. It was asubject of no 

ordinary legislauon. It involved millions and 

hundreds of millions in its consequences. Every 


State in the Union had a deep interest in it. The 
States were tenants in common in the public do- 
fe main, and a question of such vast,such deep and 
(ae general interest, ought to be referred to a special | 
ie committee, m which the interest of each individ- | 


+e 
ri 


te Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, after a few eu- 


port related to the disposition of the public lands || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
the agency of banks, or other Government agents. | al Stat 


ual State should be represented. Vermont haa a | den, 
| deep interest, with her sister States, in the public | 


| domain. If any legislation is had touching this 
great question, the members of the House ought 
on their return home to be able, not only to in- 


| facts that governed them in making this decision. 
| Thisis not like the question just decided by 
| the House, on motion to reconsider the vote of 
| the House sending a bill from the Senate, and 
| accompany documents, to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, for the purpose of committing to the 
Committee of Claims, the subject-matter of which 
confessedly belonged to the Committee on Public 
| Lands, and so recognized by this House in send- 

ing it repeatedly, from session to session, to that 
| committee. The subject-matter of this report no 
/ more belongs to the Committee on Public Lands 
than to any other standing committee of this 
House. 

He did not well understand why the honorable 
| gentleman from Hllinois should be so very soli- 
| citous that it should goto the committee of which 
| he is chairman. He did not impeach the justice 

and integrity of that committee; but, sir, such are 

the infirmities of human nature that we cannot, 
‘at all times and on all occasions, divest ourselves 
_ of local feelings and local interest. The Commit- 
'tee on Public Lands consists of nine members, 
| three of whom belong to the thirteen confederated 
| States, and but one to the northern and eastern 
| States. Is this a just and fair representation, 
| where so great and extensive interests are the sub- 
| ject of consideration and disposal? The State of 
| Illinois will be fully represented in a cormmittee 
| of one fromeach State. This was the justice and 


| equity of the case, and he hoped the motion of 


the gentleman from Maryland would be sus- 
tained by the House. 
| Mr. HAYNES said it required no argument to 
prove the importance of this subject. The House 
had been sufficiently instructed by its experience 
| for the last few years. The importance of the 
| question of distributing the public lands being con- 
| ceded, it was obvious that a committee should be 
| instituted as broadly as the interests concerned in 
‘it. It was a subject which interested every State 
| in the Seleupaa notwithstanding the inconveni- 
/ence arising from so large a committee as that 
——— by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
| Jounson,] and apart from the alleged hostile or- 
ganization of the Committee on Public Lands, he 
was decidedly in favor of the proposition of his 
friend from Maryland. He entertained views 
| somewhat peculiar as to the most proper mode 
of distribution, if Congress should determine to 
| distribute the public lands, but would take a more 
| suitable occasion toley his views before the House 
|and the country. He hoped the motion of the 
gentleman from Maryland would prevail, and that 
the subject would be sent to a select committee, 
| which would not be embarrassed by a multipli- 
| city of business, as was knawn to be the case with 
| the Committee on the Public Lands. 
| Mr. ROBERTSON advocated the reference to 
a general committee. 
Mr. EWING complained of the injustice that 
| would be inflicted on the new States by a consider- 
/ation of this subject, when they had scarcely a 
| moiety of their proper representation on this floor; 
'and he moved to lay the whole subject on the ta- 
_ ble: but the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
| he withdrew the motion. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST briefly sustained Mr. 
| Jounson’s motion; after which, 
| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, demanded the 
| previous question, which prevailed. 
| ‘The main question was on Mr. Casey’s motion 
| to refer the report and documents to the Commit- 
| tee on the public Lands, and thereon 
| Mr. CHILDS demanded the yeas and nays, 
| which were ordered, and were—yeas 51, nays 
130; as follows: ; 
YEAS— Messrs. Bell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Cambre- 
| leng, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, Crabb, Cushing, Dun- 
| can, Dunn, Ewing, Fry, Gallup, Rice Garland, Goode, Wil- 
| liam Graham, Hamer, Harrixon, Herod, Howard, Henry 
| Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lead- 
| better, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, May, Miller, Samuel 
| W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Murray, Petrikin, John H. Pren- 


| tiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rariden, y, Shields, wee. 
| lor, Snyder, Spencer, Stone, Swearingen, Turney, Web- 
| ster, Christopher Hi. Williams, and Yeti - $1. 


NAYS—Mesers. Adants, Henman Allan, Anderson, Ath- 
erton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Bond, Bor- 





form their constituents of the principles upon | 
which the decision of the House rested, but the |! 


December 3I, 





ee 


Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, Willian B.C), 
_houn, John Caihoon, Carter, Chambers, Chiids, Clark 
Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Cranston. Crockett Cur. 
|| tis, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Davies, Deberry, Edwards 
i Etmore, Evans, Everett, Farrington, Richard Fletcher 
| Isaac Fletcher, Foster, James Garland, Giddings, Jay... 
|, Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Grennell, Griffin), Ha 
|, ley, Halsted, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Haw, 
| Haynes, Henry, Hoffman, Holt, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez 
| Jackson, William C. Johnson, Keim, Kennedy, Legare 
Lsnes, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maxwell, McKay, ito)’ 
| ert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, MeKennay,. 
Menefee, Mercer, Mitcheli, Montgomery, Noyes, Owe.’ 
Parker, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Phelps, Pickens,’ Plume’ 
Pope, Potts, Pratt, Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Robertso,. 
R son, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sheffer, Augustin. 
H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate. 
Stanly, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas’ 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, Toucey, Towns 
Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, John White’ 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrard Williams, Jarea W" 
Wiblliains, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Word—130, | 
So the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
Public Lands was decided in the negative; and j, 
| was referred to a committee to be composed of 
| one member from each State, and five thousand 
| extra copies ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid befure the House a 
| communication from the First Comptroller of the 
'| Treasury,in compliance with the provision of the 
| acts of Congress, containing a statement of such 
| Officers as have not rendered their accounts within 
| the year, or have balances unaccounted for, ad- 
vanced one year prior to the 30th September, 1838, 
2. Statement of the accounts in his office which 
have remained unsettled, or on which balances, 
appear to have been due more than three years 
prior to 30th September, 1838. 
3. Anabstract of moneys advanced prior tothe 
3d of March, 1809, on the books of the late ac- 
| countant of the War Department, and which re- 
mained to be accounted for on the books of the 
Third Auditor. 
| Mr. WISE moved to print five thousand extra 
| copies; which was agreed to. 

r. POPE, on leave, presented a joint resolu- 
| tion of the Legislature of Kentucky on the sub- 
| ject of a western armory; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

i Mr. THOMAS asked leave to lay the follow- 
|| ing amendment to the rules on the table, giving 
| notice of his intention to call it up on Monday: 
| 

| 

| 
| 








| 


Resolved, That the rules of the House be amended by 
adding to the twentieth rule the words ‘‘and on the first 
and third Friday of each month the calendar of private bills 
shall be called over, and the bills to the passage of which 
no objection shall be made, shall be first considered and 
disposed of—private bills from the Senate having a prefer- 
ence over private bills of the House.”’ 

Objection being made, Mr. T. moved to sus- 
pend the rules; but the House refused. 

The Private Calender was then proceeded in. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Colonel 
George Gibson was the first in order, being on 
its third reading. 

It was opposed by Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, 
|| who moved to strike out the enacting clause, 
| (equivalent, that motion prevailing, to a rejection 
| of the bill,) and demanded the yeas and nays; 
| which were ordered. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to recommit the 

bill to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. McCLURE moved to postpone it till this 
} day three weeks; whereupon 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew his motion, 
and Mr. McCyure’s was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
P. Harrison had been rejected on the 15th of 
June last, and on the following day a motion was 
made to reconsider that vote, and it was now 
postponed to the same day as the above. 

The bill for the relief of Josiah Strong and 
Samuel Remick was discussed at some length, 
and postponed ‘to the same time. 

The bill for the relief of James Bailey was post- 
poned to the same day. 

The bill for the relief of Pamelia Brown was 
Sioananes for some time under the same mouon; 
when 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, the House 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, December 31, 1838. 
The PRESIDENT announced a communica- 
tion from the War Department, transmitting 4 


report from the Chief ineer, in answer to & 
resolution of the Senate of the 27th instant, on 
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> gubject of the improvement of the harbor of | 
the mousy which, on motion of Mr. LINN, was | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

“ «. PETITIONS, ETC. ] 


Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from the | 
Brady Guards, a gallant volunteer corps of the || 
city of Detroit, composed of intelligent and patri- | 
otic young men, stating their services during the |, 
jast winter in maintaining the supremacy of the 
jaws and the neutrality of the country, and pray- 
ing for the passage of an act granting them pay 
for three months’ service on the occasion. 

The memorial, with the documents which ac- | 
company it, was referred to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. N. also presented a petition from William | 
Tuff, of Michigan, praying for a pension; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 

} 
| 
| 
| 


} 
Mr. N. also presented two memorials from cit- || 
izens of Michigan, praying for appropriations to || 
improve the harbor of rest, and the erection of 
a light-house at Stony Point, in that State; which || 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of citizens of || 
the Territory of Florida, interested in the cun- i! 
struction of a railroad from Pensacola to Mont- | 
gomery, Alabama, stating that they have imported || 
railroad iron, which has been admitted free of || 
duty on condition that it should be laid within | 
three years, and not being able to place it on the | 


roed in the limited period, they ask an extension 
of time; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
John Prince, asking indemnity for the loss of a 
vessel destroyed by an officer of the Government 
during the last war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. ° 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of a large 
number of the citizens of Missouri, praying for 
the erection of a custom-house at St. Louis, || 


which shall also accommodate all the public offi- |) 
cers at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Charles S. 
Hempstead, one of the sureties of Thomas Hemp- || 
stead, praying for relief; which was referred to } 
the Committee on the Judiciary. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 





: . || only, as to time and proportion, suggested by the present 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- : ca a P 


nance, to which was referred the bill allowing 
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| sons claiming peneana, and for other purposes; 
| which was rea 
| mittee on Pensions. Hy 


‘and obtained leave, and introduced the following 


| ferred: 


| quent acts, been departed from, and ought to be restored in | 
| the future administration of the Government. 


| absolutely necessary to an economical administration of its || 
| be loaned out, by the Goverament, to individuals or to cor- 
| porations. 

to be placed by the Government in the custody of agents, 
| sponsible to the people. 

| ernment was originally required, in the transaction of its 


| own affairs, to receive and to tender, in payment, as money, || 
| nothing but that which is made a legal tender by the Con- 
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Mr. FOSTER gave notice that he would to-| supposed it to be. His object now was, to state 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the | that when the documents should be laid on their 
act to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue tables, he would be prepared to show to the House 
grants and perfect titles to the lands therein |, and to the country, that taken together, the report 
named, &c. _ and accompanying documents were a substantial 

BILLS INTRODUCED. | admission of the truth of everything he had said. 


Mr. KING asked if the Senat de 
Mr. PIERCE, on leave, and in pursuance of ; ee ee 


: 3 : A 3 roposition ? 
notice given, introduced a bill to provide for the | Nie. RIVES replied no. He had only asked 
punishment of certain frauds committed on per- | t 


the courtesy of the Senate to enable him to make 
this statement relative to the light in which he 
| viewed the report of the Secretary, in consequence 
of the remarks made by an honorable Senator at 
|, the time the report was read, and to which he had 
| not then an opportunity of replying, which had 
| gone forth to the world treating the report as a 
triumphant vindication. 

Mr. KLNG observed that there certainly was 


twice, and referred to the Com- 
Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
bills; which were severally read twice, and re- 


A bill to revive the act entitled *‘ An act to || 


| enable the claimants to land within the State of |) a great deal of courtesy in this body, but in this 


Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute instance the Senator was taxing the courtesy of 
proceedings to try the validity of their claims,’’ | the Senate a little further than usual. The hon- 
passed May 26, 1824, and the act amending the | orable Senator thought proper to preface the in- 


same; and , ‘| troduction of his resolutions by remarks highly 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran. condemnatory of the Secretary of the Treasury; 


RESOLUTIONS. 


|, and, though he was surprised at it then, he was 

Mr: ALLEN eabmitted the feBowine résolu- '| unwilling to offer any comments that might have 
a ee oe ° a tendency to protract the debate, at a time so 
tions; which lie over: ; Peete 

eihioe’ Pil thet bia lb ale unsuitable, from the absence of all information on 

esolved, na he financial policy established at the || . . © . ae . : 

origin of this Government by the first acts of its legislation, the subject. The honorable Senator ne ome 
and especially by the thirtieth section of the “ Act toregu- | Tepeats his censures, when the subject was not 
late the collection of duties,” &c., approved by President || open for discussion. He.had hoped that he would 


fpmy ey eerir eS pad by the fourth goction of the i| have waited till all the information was on their 
‘Act to establish the Treasury Department, c., approved || . . 5 an nae fare 
by President Washington September 2, 1789, was in strict || tables, and the subject properly before them. 


| conformity to the plain and frugal genius of a Republic, and || Then a fair occasion would be offered for any 
| to the fundamental principles of the Constitution. 


| charges the Senator might think proper to make, 
, and the discussion could be openly carried on. 
And, there- || He regretted much to see the honorable Senator 

|| persevere in this course, which had a tendency to 
prejudice the public mind in advance of the evi- 
dence. 

Mr. RIVES said he would venture to assert 
that the files were full of precedents for the course 
he had taken, though he had not searched for 
them. The examples were without number, in 
which a gentleman, on presenting a resolution for 
| inquiry, gave a detailed statement of the views 
with which he offered it. He did not undertake 
to condemn the Seeretary of the Treasury. His 
| statements were hypothetical merely; and his ub- 


Resolved, That that policy has, by a long series of subse- 


fore, 
Resolred, That the Government ought to collect no more | 
taxes from the people, either directly or indirectly, than are 


affairs. ‘ 
Resolved, That the taxes paid by the people ought not to 
Resolved, That the taxes so paid by the people ought not 

who are not made by the Constitution and the laws re 


Resolved, That those legal provisions by which the Gov | 


_ ject was to obtain a more full explanation with 
regard to the connection between the Government 
and the bank; and this led him incidentally into 
a discussion of some of the topics connected with 
the subject. What did his friend from Alabama 


stitution, ought to be revived; with those modifications 


condition of the country. 


Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following 





whose favor awards have been made under trea- 
ties with foreign Powers, which awards have 
been retained in the Treasury in payment of 
debts due to the United States, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill supplementary to the act | 
establishing branch mints of the United States, | 
reported the same without amendment. 


| 
equitable commissions to agents for persons in | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the memo- 
ral on the subject, reported a bill to revive an act 
autho: zing certain soldiers in the late war to re- 
lingy ch their lands, and locate other lands in | 
lieu thereof, and for other purposes; which was | 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which the subject was referred, reported a bill to 
relinquish to the State of Mississippi the two per 
cent. fund accruing to said State upon her admis- | 
sion to the Union; which was read and ordered | 
to a second es 

_Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, to which were referred the memorials of 
William Coley, Wilfred Knott, Joseph Veazy, 
and Isaac Hilton, made unfavorable reports sev- 
erally thereon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the memorial of Jacob 
Gideon, for arrears of pension, made an unfavor- 
able report thereon. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to establish an 
additional land office in the State of Missouri. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, gave notice 

t he would to-morrow ask leave to introduce 
@ bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the legal 
representauves of Thomas P. Eskridge. 


| 


| phia. and New York. 


| 


resolution; which was considered and agreed to: || now find fault with? He wascharged with seek - 


ae That me Comme oe yeast — be in- | ing to anticipate public opinion. Now, who set 
structe Oo inquire into the expediency of allowing house 2 . a 
rent to the officers stationed at the navy-yards at Philadel- | the example? When the report was read, a mem 

|| ber of this body, [Mr. Nives,} who was known 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted a joint || to be an indiscriminate supporter of this Admin- 
resolution providing for the settlement and quiet- || se ie right or oe gets up and declares 
| ing of titles to land in Alabama and Mississippi, || ®t 1¢ was a triumphant refutation of every alie- 
| derived under the permit or orders of survey | S240" that. had been made. Now, whee thia was 


: Sa ni : | done on one side, might he not be.permitied to 
given by the Spanish Governnrent; which, after | eed 
| a few explanatory remarks by Mr. C., was read || ae ao — aeey mre notice of os mons 
| twice, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- || D© Considered these documents as sudsiantially 
| distr | admitting the truth of everything he had alleged 
7 || in his speech; and that he considered them totally 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, | in a different light from that in which the Senator 
Mr. RIVES rose, and begged the indulgence | from Alabama viewed them; and also that if the 
| of the Senate while he made a statement some- | documents should turn out to be what they pur- 
| what of a personal character, with regard tohim- | ported, he should hold himself prepared to sus- 
| self, but not. altogether without reference to the || tain every allegation he had made. 
| public interest. He was not in his seat whenthe | Mr. NILES, after a few introductory remarks, 
| report of the Secretary of the erry inapswer | said that it seemed that the apne from Vir- 
| to the resolution lately submitted by him, was | ginia grounded the necessity of making his re- 
read, —_ Reeenanee ant the opportunity at —— * this sae mnmenie on - — 
commenting on it; but he since seen it in the | observations he (Mr. N.) had made when the 
ublic prints, and given it a careful perasal. He 1 report was read, and had taken the opportunity 
d seen it moreover, scenes by some re- || of distingyiolons him as an nena “- 
marks made by a Senator on this floor,who spoke | porter of the Administration, right or wrong. He 
| of it as a satisfactory and triumphant refutation of i would not apply the converse of this a 
all the charges made in the speech which pre- || to the Senator, and say of him that, while he pro- 
faced the introduction A the resolution to which || fesses to - a friend of the meneame: he 
it was areply. Now he rose to state that, not- || was its indiscriminate opposer; he shou ve 
withstanding this claim on the part of the Sena- all that to the public. The Senator knew that on 


| 
| 
| 





| tor from Connecticut, that the report was asatis- | one occasion, at least, he was not the indiscrim- 
factory refutation of all the charges that had. been | inate supporter of the Administration; but that 
made against the Secretary, he considered the re- | he had followed the lead of the Senator himself 
pe as a substantial admission of everything that | in a measure known not to be acceptable to the 
ad been alleged. Indeed, if the documents to || President. He did not consider his conduct en 

} which it referred, should, whea laid on their ta- | this occasion as forming a point for a departure 
bles, correspond with the description given of | or an abandonment of the principles be had pro- 
them, the conduct of the Secretary will be placed 1 fessed and acted on. The Senator seemed to 
in a more reprehensible light than he had at first | ground his remarks on the necessity of entering 
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his protest against the few observations he had fl being deemed formal by the Department, were | that floor. It was carried; but the aon 


made, as he happened not to be in his place at 
the time. He regretted that such was the case: 
it was the Senator’s duty to be in his plaee at the 
time, as he moved the resolution, and made the 
charge contained in his speech. When this re- 
port came in, he (Mr. N.) moved the printing of 
an extra number of copies, as well on the ground 
that it was but an act of justice due to the officer 
implicated, to the Senate, and to the country, that 
these documents should be sent out as an auswer, 
not only to the Senator’s resolution, but to his 
speech. ‘The Senator says that in the light in 
which he views this document, it forms no justi- 
fication for the acts of the Secretary. Now, if 
this was true, he ought not to object to the circu- 
lation and distribution of these documenis. But, 
from the Senator’s remarks, he was inclined to 
think that he was not much disposed to exculpate 
the Secretary. 

Mr. N. said he could not conceive what the 
honorable Senator had to complain of, or what 
had called for his extraordinary course of pro- 
ceeding. ‘The document went to the public, ac- 
companied by his remarks, which were in reply 
to those made by the Senator when he introduced 
his resolution. Sull they were not in the same 
character with the remarks made by the Senator; 
they were not made in advance of the evidence, 
like those of the Senator. The Senator asked 
who it was that set the example? Why it was 
the Senator himself, who prefaced a mere resolu- 
tion of inquiry with remarks highly condemna- 
tory of a public officer. Now, if his remarks 
were not sustained by the documents, and it was 
not for him to say whaber they were or not, yet 
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his course of proceeding was not to be compared | 


with that of the honorable Senator. The gentle- 


man instituted a certain course of inquiries, and | 


without waiting to get the facts he sought for, 


according to ail the established rules of parlia- | 


mentary proceeding, and all the principles of jus- 
tice, he accompanies that inquiry with a speech 


occupying two hours of the time of the Senate, | 


the whole of which were imputations of the truth 
of the facts yettobeascertained. Ifhe understood 
the sum and substance of it, it went to charge 
that the rn of the Treasury had revived 
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day 4), 
not placed to their credit, and consequently they | order was rescinded, as it was proposed {5 do 


appeared simply as defaulters in the documents, now. He did not then think it strange, beenns, 
without there being anv reference to the credits the high-tariff party had the ascendency, ‘Tj, 
which they claimed. Great injustice was thus | Senator from Rhede Island, who was then jy )),. 
done to these individuals, by not stating the fact | place, [Mr. Ropsins,] was the member who mag, 
that there were items of credit claimed by them the motion to rescind. When he introduced ¢),,, 
which were not allowed. He could point out men | motion a few days ago, he very distinctly stateg 
of property, and of the highest standing in his ,, his object, and called the particular attention of 
State, who thus appeared as defaulters, whilethey | the Senate to it; and so far he had engaged 1), 
owed little or nothing to the Government. He | attention of the members of the body, that 4) 
knew an instance in which a person, since dead, || voted with a full knowledge of what the documey, 
had been reported as a defaulter for $75,000, and | was. The Senator from Ohio was not presen, 
he knew that there was a receipt inthe Treasury |) when the motion was made, but he availed hin. 
for $25,000 of this money, which on account of | self of the first opportunity to show his objections 
some informality, was not passed to his credit, || toit. His objections were, first, because the paper 
while there was also a bank deposit of $18,060 | to be printed was a foreign paper. Now the very 
not credited for the same reasons. There were | first thing that this Government ever ordered {o 
, other payments, also, in this case, which brought || be printed was a parcel of foreign papers, relatiy. 
the credits nearly up to $50,000, whilst the default | to the fisheries of England, France, and Holland: 
appeared in the documents to be $75,000. and he believed that from that time to this foreign 
Now he knew that if the credits claimed b apers had been printed as often as asked for. 
these persons were reported at the same time ehh | The Senator from Ohio feared the introduction 
the charges against them,a great many whonow | of foreign politics. Now there certainly was no 
seemed to be defaulters, would not appear in the || politics, either foreign or domestic; so that objec. 
reports as defaulters at all. We all know (said || tion had no force. ‘The Senator also objected to 
Mr. Y.) the effect that it has upon the credit and || the printing of books. Now this happened to be 
character of a man to publish him as a defaulter | no book at all. It was a document that he had 
to the Government, and the great injustice that | two objects in wishing to print. One was to dis. 
was done thereby. Perhaps the Secretary had | seminate among the people information valuable 
prepared a statement in obedience to the resolu- to them; and the other was that it might be used 
tion of the last session. If this was the case, the | on that floor in support of a bill to abolish the 
present resolution, which was drawn up precisely |, salt tax. These papers were deemed so valuable 
as the one of the last session, would serve to cail | by the British Parliament, that they ordered them 
his attention to it, and to include defaulters who | to be printed; and the effect of this publication 
had subsequently become so. |) was, that the salt tax, which had stood for one 
Mr. HUBBARD observed that theSenator was | hundred and fifiy years, fell, though the Chancel- 
mistaken in supposing that the Secretary had not , Jor of the Exchequer stated in his place that the 
responded to the call on the subject at the last || Treasury could not do without the one and a half 
session. There was a statement, and a very full || millions which the salt tax produced, Such was 
one, embracing every particular called for by the || the effect of spreading before the country the val- 
| Senator, sent in at the last session, and it must || uable information contained in these papers, that 
have escaped the Senator’s notice. He had no || the universal consent was that the salt tax must 
_ objection, however, to the present resolution, as || go on something else, and the tax on that indis- 


| it would produce a statement with regard to sub- |, pensable article was left without a defender. The 
! 


and restored the deposit system, by a connection | 


with the Bank of the United States and others, 
without any legal regulations, for the purpose of 
being relieved from all legal restraints in the use 
of the banks; and that all the professions on the 
part of the Administration of hostility to a con- 
nection with banks were hypothetical and decep- 


tive, that there was no disposition on the part of | 
the Secretary to get along without the aid of 


banks. That was the gist of the whole speech. 
Now, if the report sustained all this, his [Mr. 
R.’s} speech would go before the world trium- 
phantly. Butthe public would look at the whole 
matter with regard to the facts, and not with re- 
gard to the coloring given to them by the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 


Mr. YOUNG offered the following resolution, | 


which hes over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to report to the Senate detailed statements of the accounts 
of such of the collectors, receivers, and disbursing agents 
ot the United States as have been reported deiaulters to 
either House of Congress during the late session, together 
with all defaleations which have since Occurred (with the 
exception of the case of Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of we port of New York) including in each case all suspend- 
ed and rejected items of credit connected with any such 
account; and whica, if passed to the credit of any such de- 
faulter, would cover or extinguish in the whole or in part, the 
amount of the deficits, which are reported as standing on 
the books of the Department, againet such defaulters; with 


suitable explanations in each case showing why such items | 
of credit have been suspended or rejected, and why they || 


ought not to be allowed as credits to such defautters; the 
said report to include all such suspended or rejected items 


ol credit as are remaining in the said Department up te the | 


present period. 


Mr. Y. observed that this resolution was the 
same in substance as the one submitted by him at 
the last session, and which had not yet been an- 
swered by the Secretary. He now submitted it 
again for the purpose of recalling the subject to 
the Secretary’s attention. That great injustice 
had been done to many individuals, and to some 
particularly in his own State, by reporting them 
as defaulters when they were entitled to credits, 
he had before had occasion to state. It might be 
that vouchers were produced by those persons 
who had been reported as defaulters, which, not 


| sequent defaults. information collected on this subject, gathered 
Mr. YOUNG apprehended that the Senator was || from a vast number of individuals, commencing 
‘mistaken. The statement to which he had refer- || with men of the greatest eminence, and going 
ence was made in answer to another call, and | down tothe humbie individual who with his own 
did not contain the information that he particu- || hands tended his cow or his sheep, exhibited a 
larly wanted. |, perfect union — the oo of science - 
| experience, and conclusively demonstrating thet 
oor eee a suffered many ten times over by the 
Mr. MORRIS moved to rescind the order made | tax beyond the amount produced by it to the 
on Friday last for printing certain documents in || Government. So much with respect to the pub- 
relation to the salt duty. | lication of the papers and the existence of the 
Mr. M. said he would state his reasons briefly | tax. 
for offering the resolution to rescind. He object- With respect to the effect on agriculture ~nd all 
ed to the order to print, because it was an order | itsinterests, (including the greatest of ils interests, 
to printa document of the British Parliament. || that of stock raising,) the repeal of this tax had 
| He did not know what effect might be produced | done more to improve and increase the stock in 
by the dissemination of this book—it might be | England than anything that had ever been done 
_& political one—but he thought it quite enough | for that great branch of national wealth. Every- 
_for us to print the official documents of this |, body knew that the stock of England was in the 
Government, If the work was of such vast uul- highest state of perfection, and that we were daily 
ity, of such general interest, there were many |, importing the finest specimens of it. It was in 
| booksellers in this country who would be giad of | vain (Mr. B. said) for us to import these fine 
an opportunity to publish it. He greatly pre- | specimens without also importing along with it 
| ferred to leave this matter to private enterprise. | the knowledge necessary to sustain it. One sin- 
He ventured the opinion thatif this book was — gle fact shown in these documents will give an 
| printed for the use of the Senate, not one fourth || idea of their importance. For instance, it was 
_of the members will open the leaves of it. He | shown that there were thirty millions of sheep in 
was opposed to the duty on salt—every man was the kingdom, and that to each sheep was given 
opposed to it, He thought there was no need of | a half bushel of salt, making fifteen million bush- 
information on this subject. But suppose we -els given to the sheep—given for the purpose 
print thirty thousand copies of this document: | of improving its health, its flesh, and its woo, 
| they become, ipso facto, our property; we can do and asa security and defense against the many 
what we please with them. Suppose, when we || diseases to which the animal was liable. The 
go home, each of us would tell our people, we || same document (continued Mr. B.) went on 10 
tax you thirty thousand dollars to pay for print- |, show the quantity of salt given to all other kinds 
ing these books; each of you must pay your || of stock, both milk cattle and working cattle, as 
| quota; and when printed, we take them to our- | well as those fattening for the market, together 
|| Selves, and give them to whom we please. The || with the quantity used in preserving, improving, 
|| question resolves itself into this: shall the people || and restoring the various kinds of food with which 
| —the whole people—be taxed to enable us to dis- |, stock is sustained, all of which was ascertained 
|| tribute books among our friends and acquaint- || by actual experiment. In short, take the whole 
|}ances. He thought the printing was a useless | paper, and it would be found to be one of the 
waste of the public money, end hoped the Clerk || most valuable from the amount of intellect, com- 
‘ 
| 
} 
| 





| 

Sine: <tere | ea Snes 

would be directed not to proceed with it until || bining science with experiment, that was com- 

| further ordered by the Senate. . imer 

(| Mr. BENTON observed that this motion to | the manner of conducting accurate investigations 

|| print the papers relative to the salt duties, was an | by a committee of a legislative body. The effect 

| anfortunate one. It was made a few years ago, | of publishing these papers in England, as he said 
\. when the high tariff party was predominant on — before, was toabolish the salt tax there. It 


prised in it. It was also a perfect specimen of 
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do the same thing here. é 
improve the stock of that country to the highest || thatthe outgoing from the Treasury at this mo- 


The effect had 





degree. The same result would be felt here. 


ignorant as to judge of the efiect of such a tax by 


the mere amount levied? He who would so judge | 
knew nothing of political economy. The effect | 


was that the most valuable sun-made salt, which 
cost only four cents a bushel, and brought into 
the port of New Orleans as ballast, was taxed 
double as much as it cost, nearly two hundred 
yr cent. tax. Whatfurther? Because the duty 
must be paid ingcash or secured by bonds given 


by American citizens as security, the importer | 


has to throw the salt into the hands of the regra- 
ters or Monopolizers, who charge the consumer 
theirown price. ‘Phe whole business was thrown 
into the hands of these regraters, who advanced 
the money to pay the duty, and who put the salt 
which original! 
fifty cents. hat was the second effect? 


It 


cost four cents a bushel up to | 


was to stint the country of its needful supplies. | 


From estimates made some years ago, itappeared 
that the importations were ten million bushels, 


while there are twenty million sheep in the coun- | 


try; so that if our sheep received the same sup- 
ply that was given to the English sheep, there 
would not be one bushel for the use of man. It 
was known that our manufacturers of salt would 
suffer several of their wells to lie idle, that they 
might make a little, and keep up the price to three 
and four times as much as it ought to be. The 
effect of this monopoly had been such in Missouri, 
that he had known salt to be three dollars for the 
fifty pounds weight. At Louisville, as he came 


along, the price was $1 50 for fifty pounds weight, | 


and take notice (said Mr. B.) thatthat fifty pounds 
can be put in the compass of a bushel, while the 


bushel of foreign sun-made salt is eighty-four | 


pounds. 

Mr. B. then drew a comparison between the 
pure salt, made by solar evaporation, and that 
taken from the salt springs, and evaporated by 
fire: the first pure and wholesome, the latter con- 
taining putrescent, bitter, and poisonous =“ 


ities, which the results of theexperiments made by | 


the ablest chemists had shown could be removed 
from the salt by no other means yet discovered 
than by solar evaporation. The English, he 
contended, had ascertained, by their experiments, 


4 


served by saltsuch as that made at our manufac- | 


tories. So much for the effect of this publication 
in England. 


Now as to the cost of the printing. 
well known that the expense of printing a docu- 
ment was caused alioonh 
were printed. ‘The additional copies were noth- 


black. He had understood that the publication 
of this document would not cost more than sixty 
cents a volume; and this expense he thought tri- 


the information that would be conveyed to the 
country. 


The Senator from Ohio said that if this was a 


valuable work the people would get it through the 
means of private enterprise; and almost in the 


same breath acknowledged that he had never | give briefly the reasons which would govern his 


He confessed he had heard with some sur- 
| prise the remarks of the Senator from Ohio, as 
: he had recollected the manner in which the reso- 
lution was introduced, and cone the manner 
issouri called the 

attention of the Senate to it, and stated the ob- 
| jects he had in view. The Senator from Ohio, it 
of | was true, was not in the Senate at the time, and 
€ printing of these documents was, that they || therefore did not hear the remarks which aceom- 
might be used in support of the bill for the abo- |; panied the motion. For his part, he was dis- 
posed to have all the light on the subject that 
could be obtained, the more so as he resided in a 
| part of the country where the oppressions of the 
| salt tax were felt in a higher degree than any 
He had long been of the opinion that it 
alight on the subject, that no man will venture to || was just as reasonable to tax the light of heaven, 


heard of it before. Now, how were the people 


there was bat one copy in the country, and that 
was in the library of Congress? The only way 


ior them to get it was for it to be printedand cir- |, 


culated by order of one of the 
gress, 


One of the objects which induced him to move 


euses of Con- 


lition of the salt tax. Now, (said Mr. B.,) refuse 
‘0 print them, and there was no estimating the 
cost that would be incurred by the speeches that 
would be made against abolishing thatduty. Byt 
(said Mr. B.)print them, and they will throw such 


open his mouth im support of this odioug tax. 
fler some further remarks from Mr. B., 
Mr. KNIGHT made a few observations in 
support of the motion, but in too low a tone to be 
heard, 
Mr, 
the 


BENTON, in reply, said that it was not 


amount of the tax, but the tax itself, which || power of the Senate to order the printing of doc- | the proper moment arrives, I will show it; but I 
ts the article in the hands of the regrater. ‘The | uments necessary to eiucidate the subjects 
Recoseecae allowances to the fisheries, in con- | which they were about to legislate, was too clear | 
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n to || sideration of the salt tax, were alone $250,000, wo 


‘ment, originating from this tax and dependant | 
row as to the effect of a salt tax, who was so || 


upon it, was nearly as much as the tax itself. He 


West, because it put money in the pockets of the 


Northeast; for, strange as it might appear that | 
any tax should be a money-making business, he | 
would undertake to make it plain that this tax | 


was so to some of the people of this Union, and 
that there was not, at this moment, so unjustifi- 
able a tax in Europe or Asia as this salt tax. 


Mr. MORRIS said that the honorable Senator | 


from Missouri (Mr. Bewron] had not convineed 
him either of the necessity or propriety of printing 
this document. Jt is very apparent that the Sen- 


ator is already possessed of all the information | 


necessary to show the propriety of repealing the 
duty on salt; and why not bring in a bill to repeal 
itat once? He was prepared at once to repeal 
the duty on salt; and not on salt alone, but on 
coal, on breadstuffs, on sugar, and on coarse 


it upon the luxuries of life. We make a parade 
of relieving our constituents from the duty on salt, 
and at the same time impose on them a duty to 
print foreign books. He referred to another doc- 
ument that was printed a few years ago, of which 
a vast number was circulated to enlighten the 
people of this country on the abuses of one of the 
Departments of this Government: he meant the 
report of the Committee on the Post Office. In 
one section of the country the leaves of this doc- 
ument were used for wadding for the cannon em- 
ployed in celebrating a Democratic victory. In 
his neighborhood they were used in wrapping up 
tea, coffee, sugar, and other groceries. This was 


the proper mode, they said, to circulate such a | 


document. 

We make many professions of economy, and 
talk much about the necessity of retrenchment! 
Why, sir, when | look around me, and see the 
gorgeous drapery over your head, the extravagant 


| covering on your floor, the immense expenditure 
/on the area inclosed by your iron railing, | ask 


myself who pays for ali this? Why, sir, the peo- 
ple. 


thing for them, every now and then we send them 
adocument which is printed at theirown expense. 


, Sir, I am one who does not believe in the consti- 


It was | 


tutionality of protecting duties, and one who 
thinks that the expenses of the Government should 


, be raised from luxuries; and I ask the Senator to 


er by the first copies that | 


| can carry a majority with me, that Il may deem | 


|; and it shall have my support. 
ing more than the mere cost of the paper and lamp- || what is tergned the compromise act? I acknowl- 
|, edge the power of no law to restrict our acting for 
| what we deem the public weal. Are the rights of | 


i : ‘the people compromised ? 
fling, commensurate with the immense value of 


bring in his bill for the repeal of the salt duty, 
Is he afraid of 


pendent Senator, prepared to pass any law, if I 


| necessary for the public good. 


| 
} 
| 
t 


| 
| 


| Vote, 
of the United States to get this volume, when | 


t 
| 


| as to tax salt; and being in favor of an entire | 
| repeal of the duty, as he ever had been, he was 
anxious to disseminate as widely as possible such 
| information as would bring about a universal sen- 
| timeént throughout the country in favor of that 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, observed that as he 


was called on to vote upon this question he should 


in which the Senator from 


other. 


OBE. 


|, no doubt as to the power. 
hoped there was no gentleman who would wish | 


to keep up this tax on the people of the South and | 


We are here, sir, in the service of the peo- | 


|| ple; and to convince them that we are doing some- 
that neither beef, bacon, nor butter, could be pre- | 


Are my rights com- 
promised? No, sir; I come here a free and inde- 


79 





| to be disputed. Did any Senator doubt the power 


of the body to print documents which were to be 
the basis of legislative action? Surely there was 
He did not undertake 
to say that they had the right to print books for 
the individual use of the members. Indeed he 
had never given a vote for printing any such 
books; but here the case’ was different. It was 
proposed to print a document calculated to throw 
light on a very important subject, and necessary 
not only for their own information, when legis- 
lating with regard to it, but highly necessary for 
' the information of the ~eople at large. Then as 
to the question of expediency. He apprehended 


|| that the people did want light on the subject of 


this salt tax. He apprehended that but few of 
| his intelligent constituents were aware of the ex- 

tent to which they were oppressed by the tax 
| they were paying forthe use of this indispensable 
| article of subsistence, or of the extent to which 
| the monopoly of it wascarried. Inthe first place, 
| the works from whence the domestic salt came, 


|| with which his part of the country was supplied, 
woolens: to take the burden of supporting your | 
Government off of the necessaries, and to impose | 


were monopolized—were in the hands of a single 

man, who worked but one of his many wells, in 

/ order to keep up the price. ‘This was not un- 

| usual; for he had heard of instances Where the 

| proprietors of these wells were paid by the salt 

| speculators to keep their wells idle to prevent a 

| sufficient quantity from being made to bring down 
the price. 

Mr. BENTON said that it had been proved in 

a document laid before the Senate, that salt made 


‘Yat Holstein was sold as cheap below the Musele 


| Shoals, after all the expense of transportation, as 
at the place where it was made. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama. Yes, sir; and it is 
| the custom to sell on higher terms at the manu- 
| factory than at a distance, where their salt meets 

the foreign salt. Then at what rate do we buy 
our salt? Ordinarily at $1 50 for a bushel of fifty 
pounds weight. And what was the coat of manu- 
| facturing the article? We have it from the highest 
authority—one of the individuals who manufac- 
‘tures salt—that it can be manufactured at @ cost 
| not exceeding twelve cents per bushel. ‘Then 
|| what was the cost of transporting itto Holstein? 
|| Why, comparatively nothing. 
Mr. C, then made an estimate of the quantity 
|| consumed in his section of the country, and the 
|} amount of the tax, which, in one single county, 
| was more than the cost of printing these docu- 
ments? Should he then hesitate about incurring 
| this small expense—small in comparison with the 
|| enormous amount of the tax—when the object 
|| was to disseminate such information as would aid 
|| in the removal of it. For one, he should vote 
|, against rescinding the resolution. 
|| One of the individuals whose evidence was Jaid 
|| before the Senate, some years ago, said that the 
| average cost of production of thearticle was not 
|, more than six and a quarter cents per bushel; and 
| yet we are to be taxed this enormous amount for 
| the benefit of speculators and monopolizers, who 
always take advantage of the existing state of 
|| things, and in some parts of the country have ex- 
|, torted as much as three and four dollarsa bushel. 
|| Indeed, he had heard of one instance when eight 
|| dollars per bushel was extorted, it being at that 
|| particular season of the year when the people 
|| were putting up their year's provisions. Mr.C., 
|| after speaking of the combinations between the 
| proprietors of the wells and those who sell the 
|; salt, asked what sort of protection was needed by 
|| the manufacturers? Were they not sufficientiy 
i protected by the cost of transportation from the 
|| sea-board across the mountains? It would be a 
|| day of gratulation to the whole country when this 
|, odious tax should be abolished, and he was so 
| anxious to see it done that he would not hesitate 
| at the trifling cost of printing the papers which 
|| he thought would aid in accomplishing that de- 
|| sirable object. The cost of the whole publication 
| would not amount to the cost of the salt tax in 
one single county in his State. tn 
Mr. PRESTON said that the argument of the 
Senator from Alabama (Mr. Cray] amounted to 
this: the salt tax is a bad one; and, therefore, Mr. 
Blair must have a job of eighteen or twenty thou- 
i ef 
|| sand dollars. Now, sir, lam as much opposed 


} 


i 


er 


| measure. With regard to the question as to the || to this tax as the honorable Senator is; and when 


on 1 cannot see the necessity of throwing this job into 


the hands of the Government printer. hat is 
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the excuse for ordering ing o' 
ment? To enlighten the public mind! Then 
why not print works in every department of po- 


litical economy to enlighten the people? Why not, | 


insiead of giving the public printer this paltry job 
of $20,000, give him a job of halfa million at once, 
to put him beyond the reach of contingencies ? 
He knew, from personal experience, how apt we 
are, when giving the public printer a job, to im- 
agine a necessity for doing so. He himself had to 
place acheck of principle on his tendencies in this 
matter. If we undertake to enlighten the public 
mind, the true way would be to enlighten the peo- 
ple on all subjects of free trade. He knew 
how easy it was to be economical in the abstract; 
to make professions of retrenchment of expendi- 
ture in the general; bat when it came to particu- 
lars, when it encroached upon some darling inter- 


est of our own, how easy it was melted. It would | 


give way at once to a two per cent.; it would 
give way toa question of printing. With the 
strong feeling he had to protect the Government 


printing, and would vote in favor of rescinding 
the order. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that he really was 
notawart when he spoke that he was expressing 
sentiments calculated to excite the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Preston] to a degree of 
warmth so unusual, and to a course of remarks 
not altogether warranted by the rules of delibera- 
tive bodies. The gentleman sat out with saying 
thathe (Mr. C.) assumed that the salt tax was a 
bad one; and that, therefore, they must pay Mr. 
Blairsixteen or eighteen thousand dollars. Was it 
possible that the Senator wished to impute to him 
the desire to print documents merely for the pur- 


ose of giving money to the printer of that body? | 


Mr. PRESTON disclaimed any such idea, and 
said that what he meant to convey was, that it 
was a logical deduction from the position assumed 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said he had assumed 
no such position. 
the subject, and supported the printing of the doc- 
uments on the ground that their publication would 


disseminate information valuable to the country, | 


and eminently useful to the body as a basis for 
legislative action. We have been assured (said 
Mr. ©.) by the Senator from Missouri that his 
intention is to bring ina bill to abolish the salt 
tax. Was it, then, extraordinary that he and 
others who coneurred in opinion with him, that 
policy as weil as justice required the suppression 
of this grievance, should desire the publication of 
information that would be valuable to themselves 
as well as to their constituents? The gentleman 
asked, why not publish documents in relation to 
the tax on coal and sugar? The answer readily 
was, that it would be ume enough to do so when 
they should see the practical utility of such pub- 
lication, and that when there was a design on foot 
to abolish these taxes, it would be time enough 
to publish documents connected with those sub- 
jects, provided there were any of sufficient im- 
portance. How long was it since the Senator 
trom South Carolina entertained these ideas with 
regard to economy in printing? If he was not 
much mistaken, the Senator was here when the 
celebrated and voluminous Post Office document 
was printed. Did not the gentleman vote for that 
printing, which cost three or four times.as much 
as the printing of the documents now in question 
would cost? By what process of reasoning did 


he come to the conclusion that that voluminous | 


report, never read by one man in a thousand, 


could be printed with a view to economy, while | 


it would be extravagance to print this? He was 


willing to have his views as to economy tested | 


by his votes here, and he should not fear the judg 
ment of the country, or a comparison with the 
Senator from South Carolina. When the proper 


tume came for testing his principles on this sub- | 
ject, he would not hesitate to act as he had iy 
e 


professed that he would, and he trusted that 
should have the coéperation of the Senator from 
South Carolina, in accordance with the pledges 
just given by him. 

The gentieman asked whether the tax of six 
cents a bushel had imposed on the people of Ala- 
bama the enormous extortion of eight dollars per 
bushel for salt? Sir, { had reference to what took 
place many years ago, when I epoke of as high 
@ priew as eight dollars a bushel—twenty years 


THE) 

the printing of this docu- 
now, 
monopolize the article, and extort from the con- || documents with a bill to repeal the duty on sai; 
sumers the price they want, and what is the con- || and the fishing bounties dependent upon it. Noy’ 
sequence? Why, a few years ago, three or four | 
dollars per bushel was extorted from the people || 
of the town where he resided. 
that the tax had been reduced; but it was his |) 
object, as it should be that of the 
country, to abolish it entirely. 
Mr. C., after some further remarks, said that 4 
the only question with him was whether this in- | 
formation was necessary for the legislation of the | 
Senate and for the interests of the people. 
such was the fact, he would always give it to the |, 


' bama. 
from exwavagance, he felt bound to oppose the | 


He took a practical view of | 


| one—piecemeal. 
taken up and acted onas one entire system. He | 
felt that they were all questions of the highest | 
nion, but gspecially to | 
He wasaverse taany | 
| course of policy by which the South would lose | 


| 


| reason. 
| ing light, but he was not for purchasing it at so 


| anti upwards, when the tax was much higher than | 


But, put it in the power of individuals to 


If | 


public, whether it was contained in this or inany 
other document. He was not aware of the cost | 
of the publication, but from what had been stated 


the salt tax paid in one of the counties of Ala- 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was not present when | 
the order to print this document was adopted, 
and therefore did not hear the remarks of the Sen- | 
ator upon the occasion of introducing it. He 
now understood the printing was to be followed 
by a bill for the repeal of the duty on salt. As | 
a preliminary, it is necessary to inquire, ought 
the salt duty to be now repealed? «He thought | 
there was not a Senator within the sound of his | 
voice who would say it should be. The Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury has told us there is a neces- | 
sity for the most rigid economy, and he told us | 
truly; for, with all our resources, it would be | 
difficult work to get through the next three years. | 
If the duty on salt was not to be repealed at | 

resent, but to come up in the general question | 
in 1842, where was the necessity of printing this | 
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| when the Senator from South Carolina [Mr.¢ 
| 


He was aware | 


people of this | 






December 31, 
that the Senator from Missouri had intimated the 
intention of following up the publication of the 


Ww, 
HowN] said that this involves considerations et 
profound interest to the country, he was entirely 
right. These fishing bounties were coeval with 
the existence of the Government, and were founded 
on the soundest principles of national policy, ang 
when the occasion served he would be found read 

to vindicate them. When the question of repeal. 
| ing the duty on salt came up, hegor one was ready 
to meet it openly; and whenever that matte; 
should be deliberately examined into and the facis 
| comprehended, the result would be entirely dif. 


| ferent from what had been anticipated in ie 
at 


| 
' 


|| description. What led them to believe? why t 
in the course of the debate, it would be very in- | 
considerable in comparison with the amount of 


the high price of salt in the western country was 
| owing to the duty, though it. was purchased 

abroad at a nominal price. This low price was 
| true with regard to some inferior kinds of sa) 
only. The Senator from Alabama spoke of the 

price of salt being $1 50 in his country, and of 
_ the numerous oppressions practiced there in fore- 
stalling the article. Now were they to understand 
that the duty was the cause of all this? Mr. D, 
| then went into an eae to show that the duty 
| was not the cause of the high prices. He under. 
| stood the Senator from Alabama to say that no 
| 





foreign salt reached his country. How then could 
the duty cause the high prices? 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that where the 
steamboat navigation extended, foreign salt was 
carried. It was brought to the foot of the Muscle 

| Shoals in considerable quantities; but it was not 
much carried beyond that. He did not ascribe 
the high prices to the amount of the duty. He 


| spoke of the duty as being a principal cause of 





| document so far in advance, when it would belost || enabling individuals to monopolize the domestic 


and forgotten before the subject came up for con- || article. 


sideration? The duty on salt was going off grad- | 

ually, and as rapidly as the duty on other arti- | 

cles; andevery person conversant with the subject | 
, knows that duties should be taken off, as well as 
laid on, gradually. This was necessary on ac- 


count of our mercantile and manufacturing estab- 
lishments. Mr. C. regretted that the motion to 
rescind had been offered. He would prefer that 


some gentleman present when the motion was 
| adopted should move a reconsideration, and that || the duty, operating with other causes, had pro- | 
the subject might be referred to the Committee | 
on Finance, that they might report on it with ref- | 


i 


erence to a general system. He was utterly op- | 


posed to taking up such great questions one by 
He thought they should be 


magnitude to the whole 
the southern section of it. 


the advantages received by the compromise. He 


| was of opinion that some general and permanent | 
system should be adopted, but that the present 


was too early to move in the matter. 


body at the next session, should take the lead in 
this matter; if they did not, he himself would be 
prepared with a proposition on the subject, but 


_he would cheerfully lend his assistance to any 


proposition which he should deem right, or 
nearly right. . . 

He hoped that the Senator near him [Mr. Mor- 
ris} would adopt his suggestion, and that some 
Senator who was present at the adoption of the 


_ order would move a reconsideration that the whole 


subject should be sent to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 
Mr. DAVIS observed that he should vote for 


He had no objection to gentlemen hav- 


deara rate. He understood the mover of this 
proposition to state that the printing of these doc- 


_uments would cost eighteen or twenty thousand 
dollars. That was a large sum of money to ap- 


propriate to such an object. It ought to be very 
valuable to cost so much money. He was not 


present when the Senator from Missouri brought 


| forward his proposition, and, therefore, had not 
| the satisfaction of hearing him the otherday. It 
was not until the Senator from South Carolina 
| addressed the Senate that he knew what was the || was the poison , 
_ immediate object in view. He understood now | good enongh for home consumption, and so ex- 


Mr. DAVIS said he was happy to hear that 
the Senator from Alabama did not attribute the 
high prices to the duty. He thought, if the can- 
dor of the gentleman had suffered him to goa 
little further, he would have stated that the duty 
had nothing at all to do with these prices. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that surely the 
Senator must misunderstand him. He did not 

| say that the duty caused the high prices, but that 
| duced the effects he spoke of. 

After some further remarks from Mr. DAVIS, 
contending that the duty had nothing to do with 


|| the high prices of salt in the western country, 


Mr. BENTON said that some observations 
which had fallen from the Senators from South 
Carolina and Massachusetts would require a brief 
answer on his part. First, as to the condition of 
the Treasury, and how far it could dispense with 
this tax. That was a matter of indifference. Sup- 
posing the importation to be about five million 








| 
the motion to rescind, and for p very obvious 


bushels, the tax, at six cents, would produce 
something like three hundred thousand dollars. 


He thought |; Now, he did not exactly know what the fishing 
that the Administration, or its friends in that | bounties were, but when he looked at them last 


| they were something like half a million, and then 


| increasing. Now, as these fishing bountiesand the 


tax must stand or fall together, there would be no 


|| great difference to the Treasury in the repeal. As 


to the effect of suddenly taking off a duty of six 
| cents a bushel, why that was done a few years 
ago without any inconvenience being felt. The 
gentleman said there was no difference as to the 
price in consequence of the diminution of duty 
that had already taken place. That was very 
true. There would be no difference as to the 
rice whether the tax was one cent or six cents. 
‘0 bring the price down, the article must be kept 
out of the hands of the regraters, and this could 
not be done so long as there was a duty of one 
cent. With respect to the effect of taking off the 
x by a single operation, that had been tried in 
gland when the price had risen to sixpence 
sterling. One half was struck off at six months, 
and theother half at the end of six months there- 
after, and the effect had been most beneficial. The 
Senator from Massachusetts spoke of the chea 
salt as that of an inferior quality. Now, exact 
the contrary was the fact. It was the pure sun- 
‘made salt, ght from the Mediterranean, that 
was so cheap, and that which came from England 
ous, bitter stuff that they found not 
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